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A huge THANK YOU to everyone who has helped with
our STOP THE BRT campaign by signing the petition,
returning the campaign flyer with comments, and
posting lawn signs and banners. We’ve had an overwhelming number of requests for lawn signs so we
may not have been able to bring you one.
*For up-to-date information on current issues, please
add your email to our mailing list, and check our website or the Reader Board in the Highland Creek Village.
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PETITION OPPOSING BRT PLANS FOR
E L L E S M E R E R D . G AT H E R I N G S T R E N G T H
P a g e s 16 & 17

To Sign the Petition go to
Change.org/HighlandCreek-BRT

WE DO NOT WANT THE DSBRT IN
OUR COMMUNITY
By Douglas Phillips
HCCA – DSBRT
Dear Neighbours,
The Highland Creek Community Association asked us to meet
with Metrolinx, to understand their plans for the Durham Bus
Rapid Transit route through our Community along Ellesmere
Road.
We have written many articles in The Villager, and residents
have written letters with their concerns to Metrolinx. Over the
last several years, we have had face-to-face and zoom
meetings with them, but they have taken no notice of us, just
plowed along with their plan with no consideration to any of us
in Highland Creek.
•

Their Plan is very disruptive and destructive. It will cost millions of taxpayers’ money.

•

Metrolinx said we will have 18 years of polluting diesel buses, every five minutes at peak hours.

•

This is all to save a minute or two for students to the U of T
Scarborough Campus.

•

Metrolinx has at times given us grossly misleading ridership
numbers, which they have later withdrawn when questioned. The Pulse buses are mostly empty.

•

No left-hand turns from homes and side roads.

•

Only one vehicular lane eastbound and westbound.

•

Loss of our mature trees along Ellesmere Road.

We decided on a campaign to get the message out to the community:
“WE DO NOT WANT THE DURHAM/SCARBOROUGH BUS RAPID
TRANSIT IN OUR COMMUNITY”
Continued on page 16
FOLLOW The Villager Instagram @highlandcreekvillager

Photo: “WE OPPOSE METROLINX PLANS IN HIGHLAND CREEK”

ALTREE PROPOSES AMENDMENTS TO CURRENT PLANNING RULES FOR CONDO DEVELOPMENT IN HIGHLAND
CREEK. HCCA SENDS LETTER TO MAYOR TORY & CITY
COUNCIL REQUESTING HIGHLAND CREEK SECONDARY
PLANNING RULES BE UPHELD
Page 6
MP & MPP write letters of support Pages 26 & 27
2020 SURVEY of Community REVEALED:
91.2% REJECT INCREASE OF CONDO HEIGHT TO 8-STOREYS
8.8 % SUPPORT INCREASE
Scarborough City Council Vote TBD
TRCA Visits Altree site along with HCCA Page 7

ROOMING HOUSE REVIEW
Stakeholders’ Meeting Reveals Opposition to City-Wide
Plan to Legalize Rooming Houses Pages 8 & 9
www.myhighlandcreek.org
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Editor’s Note
Dear Readers,
Summer is here at long last. The Villager
traditionally marks this time of year with a Summer edition of the paper, highlighting the beauty
of our scenic parks and fauna. This year is a little
different, as another matter has completely
eclipsed our attention.
This issue of The Villager is dedicated to
informing residents of the Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) project proposed by Metrolinx. An overwhelming number of
residents have already requested lawn signs from the HCCA in opposition to the BRT. Thank you for your support and collective stand
against such a destructive project. To learn more about how the BRT
would impact Highland Creek, I encourage you to visit the front and
centre pages of this paper.
The Villager will go on hiatus during the summer months, returning to your doorstep come autumn. In the meantime, we will continue to update our website myhighlandcreek.org with the latest happenings in Highland Creek.
Best wishes to all this summer. We may look forward to a
somewhat normalized school year in September, among other relaxed restrictions. In the meantime, please continue to follow social
distancing protocols when meeting outdoors or indoors.

‘Unofficial Mascot of The Villager’
Mr. Luigi cooling off while pondering
upcoming edition deadlines
Edition
Autumn
Festival of Lights
Winter 2022

Also be sure to load up on ice cream and engage in quality
outdoor time.
Regards,
Annoj Thavalingam
Editor
The Villager is published 5 times per year by the Highland Creek
Community Association volunteers. Our newspaper is available free of
charge. 5,200 copies are distributed to Highland Creek households and
businesses.

Submissions
Email the Editor of The Villager,
Annoj Thavalingam
highlandcreekvillager@gmail.com

Support Local
Causes, Business
Communications
& Celebrations

Advertise with us
Contact Elma Todkill at 416.284.2013 or
highlandcreekvillager@gmail.com
Purchase by edition or yearly, 5 editions.
Payment may be made in cash, cheque or email transfer.
*We accept advertisement in PDF, PNG, GIF, TIF, EPS, JPG formats
with around 200 dpi resolution.

www.myhighlandcreek.org/the-villager.html

Thank You for Your Contribution to Local News
Thank you Highland Creek community for your invaluable submissions.
Your stories, poetry, events, community reports and news are of continued interest to our readers. Special Thank you to our contributors Innez
Galle, Vienna Bombardieri, David Adamson, Doug & Marja Phillips, MP
Gary Anandasangaree, MPP Vijay Thanigasalam, Councillor Jennifer
McKelvie, Councillor Cynthia Lai, TCDSB Trustee Garry Tanuan, and
TDSB Trustee Anu Sriskandarajah, Joy Loewen, Brian Blakeley, Anna
Tsirakidis, Neil Jaikaran, Josh Allen, Dr. Karm Hans, May Halabi and student contributors of HCPS, Debbie Maunder, Diana Burandt, Dan Crawford, Phil Martin and Doug Paterson.
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Deadline for Submission
August 30th
November 1st
January 20th

Highland Creek Community
Association Board of Directors
(HCCA)
President: David Adamson
Vice President: Bill Yarn
Treasurer: Elma Todkill
Secretary: David Atlas
Josh Allen
Blair Anderson
Brian Blakeley
Chris Goethel
Neil Jaikaran
Eric Lin
Joy Loewen
Anna Tsirakidis
Metrolinx BRT Updates:
Marja & Doug Phillips
The Villager News Team
Editor: Annoj Thavalingam
Advertising: Elma Todkill
Design: Lora Tomasino
E-news: Michelle Declute
Connect:
www.myhighlandcreek.org
myhighlandcreekcommunty@gmail.com
Instagram: highlandcreekvillager
HCCA Address:
Highland Creek Community Association (HCCA)
265 Port Union Road
Box 97501
Highland Creek M1C 2L0
Ward 25 Scarborough-Rouge Park
Elected Officials
Gary Anandasangaree MP
416-283-1414
Vijay Thanigasalam MPP
416-283-8448
Jennifer McKelvie City Councillor
416-338-3771

www.myhighlandcreek.org
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MEMBERSHIP & DONATIONS NEEDED:
HCCA ADVOCATES ON RESIDENTS’ BEHALF ON
MATTERS IMPORTANT TO YOU
See Page 18
FOR UP TO DATE NEIGHBOURHOOD INFORMATION ADD YOUR EMAIL
TO OUR MAILING LIST
Sign up to receive The Villager to your Inbox: receive e-news updates,
local events and happenings
Follow us on instragram.com/HighlandCreekVillager

HCCA
President’s Report

I trust that the residents of the Highland
Creek area are coping well during this
pandemic. It is difficult to believe that it
has gone on for so long and that we are
now at the tail end of the 3rd wave.
Hopefully we do not enter a 4th wave of
the pandemic. To ensure this, we must
be vigilant and continue to follow safe
practices. As the vaccines become
more available and distributed accordingly, we should be able to return to our
‘normal’ routines and have an enjoyable summer.
Many thanks to our frontline workers
and health care providers for their dedication and commitment, as well as residents who have supported local businesses when possible. Both my wife
Barbara and I have had our first shots
at the Centenary Hospital, which was
conducted in a very efficient and professional manner. We now look forward
to the second shot, and I continue to
wait for my barber shop to open to get
a decent haircut.
Highland Creek
Community Association
(HCCA) The HCCA Board of Directors has continued to have virtual discussions on a monthly basis to address
various local issues. In addition, we
have maintained communications
through Zoom meetings with MPP Vijay
Thanigasalam and Councillor Jennifer
McKelvie to discuss and obtain updates
on matters of interest to the community.
As well, I participated in the Community
Presidents’ virtual meetings alongside
Bill Yarn, the last taking place on May

31, 2021. In attendance were the
CCRA, West Rouge and Guildwood Associations, along with MPP Vijay and
Councillors Jennifer and Paul Ainslie.
This forum allowed the respective Associations to share information, support
one another and get feedback from
elected representatives.
Our Committees have been kept busy
dealing with matters such as:
1. Bus Rapid Transit – Metrolinx plans
along Ellesmere Road from
Kingston Road to the UTSC
2. Development issues within the
Village of Highland Creek
3. Multi-Tenant Dwellings within
our neighborhoods
More detailed information on each of
these topics can be found in this Villager issue.
Due to the closure of the 200+ years
old Post Office in the Village of Highland Creek this past March, the HCCA’s
new mailing address is now: 265 Port
Union Road, PO Box 97501, Scarborough, Ontario MIC 2L0

R.C.L. Highland Creek Branch 258
On behalf of the R.C.L. Branch 258, I
am pleased to advise that formal approval was received at the Scarborough
Committee of Adjustment on May 12,
2021 to allow for minor bylaw changes
at 305 Morrish Road. This location will
soon be the new home for the Legion,
likely from Fall 2021. The Legion has
been located at 45 Lawson Road since
the 1940’s, and President Richard Viles

looks forward to welcoming all at the
new location once renovations have
been completed. Richard also extends
his appreciation to those who submitted
letters of support for the bylaw amendment and in particular, to our local
elected representatives, MP Gary
Anandasangaree, MPP Vijay Thanigasalam and of course Councillor
Jennifer McKelvie.
Conclusion Although repeating myself, I must recognize and again thank
all HCCA Board, Committee members,
and volunteers for their support, hard
work, commitment and the many hours
put into dealing with issues in the best
interest of our residents.
In closing, stay safe and get your
vaccine shots if you have not already.
And enjoy the good weather, keeping in
mind that better times are just around
the corner.
All the best and God bless. Should you
wish to contact me on any items in this
report I can be reached at email:
dw.adamson@rogers.com or
telephone (416) 281-7758.
David Adamson, President,
Highland Creek
Community Association

Please Note: Although every effort is made to
review the content of each and every article prior
to publication, The Board of Directors want it be
known that comments published are that of the
authors and do not necessarily represent that of
the Highland Creek Community Association.
*No content or photograph may be used without
the permission of the HCCA. Copyright © 2021
Highland Creek Community Association.
All rights reserved.

myhighlandcreek.org
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Does a Rapid Transit Busway work in the Highland Creek community?
By Brian Blakeley,
Director of
Environment and
Heritage, HCCA
As you may have read
previously in The Villager, there are
plans afoot to put a high-volume busway through our community along Ellesmere Road. This is a Metrolinx proposal
called the Durham-Scarborough Bus
Rapid Transit project, and if fully completed will run from downtown Oshawa
to the Scarborough Town Centre. The
proposal is to route the busway along
Ellesmere Road from Highway 2a/
Kingston Road to Military Trail, dividing
Highland Creek in two.
As the proposal is for a dedicated busway being built by a public proponent,
there is no requirement for an environmental assessment of this project. The
applicable process is set out in Ontario
Regulation 231/08, Transit Projects and
Metrolinx Undertakings (Transit Projects
Regulation), and the related Guide
which outlines the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks’ expectations, helping the public and other
interested persons understand how they
can get involved.
The Regulation sets out a very swift
process for the proponent to complete
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once they have determined the project
that they wish to proceed with. There is
no requirement on the proponent to outline the options that they considered
and rejected in favour of the one they
elected to pursue.

• Includes a “time out” provision
with respect to potential negative
impacts on a matter of provincial importance or on a constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty right (see
page 4, section 2.2).

The Guide sets out the entire process
as follows, and as you can see it is rapid and has hard timelines that must be
adhered to if a person or entity wishes
to raise a concern regarding the project:

• Publish a Notice of Completion of
the Environmental Project Report
(see page 35, section 3.2.5).

• Contact the Director for a list of
bodies to contact and contact these
bodies to help identify Aboriginal
communities that may be interested
in the transit project e.g. Ministry of
Aboriginal Affairs, Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Development Canada.
• Distribute Notice of Commencement (see page 23, section 3.2.2).
• Notice distributed after the proponent has determined the transit
project with which it wants to proceed.
• Take up to 120 days to consult
with interested persons, including
regulatory agencies and Aboriginal
communities and document the process (see page 25, section 3.2.3
and page 32, section 3.2.4).

• Notice must be published within
120 days of the Notice of Commencement.
• Provide 30 days for the public,
regulatory agencies, Aboriginal communities, and other interested persons to review the Enviromental
Project Report (see page 35, section
3.2.5).
• Objections may be submitted to
the Minister (see page 5, section
2.3) during this period.
• 35 days for Minister to act (see
section 2.4).

Summer
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HCCA Community Schools Update:
Cardinal Leger Catholic School Scheduled for
Overhead Crosswalk in 2022
Photos taken near
Cardinal Leger
Catholic School,
located at Morrish
Road and Euclid
Avenue.

By Neil Jaikaran and Josh Allen
HCCA Board Community
Schools
As board members of the Highland
Creek Community Association, we
were invited by the chair of the Cardinal Leger School Council to serve
as community members.
During one of the Zoom meetings
this past year, we learnt that the
school is working towards having the
City install an overhead crosswalk at
the Morrish-Euclid intersection. This
request had been turned down once
before. The School Council decided
to try again and was successful on
this occasion. Hence an overhead
crosswalk will be installed at the intersection in 2022.
The HCCA along with the school,
school council, trustee and some
members of the community, submitted letters of support to the City

Council. Councillor McKelvie, also in
full support along with her staff,
helped tremendously. Our Association is very happy that we were able
to help Cardinal Leger Catholic
School secure this invaluable safety
feature. This crosswalk we believe
will not only enhance school safety,
but also safeguard all those who
cross the intersection at any hours.
We invite local schools and community members to work with us as we
strive for a better place to live and
learn. Read the Villager Newspaper,
become a member and help us deal
with the many issues that are popping up, such as new developments,
rooming houses, DurhamScarborough Bus Rapid Transit
along Ellesmere, and more.

We Are Almost Halfway To Our
Goal of 400,000 lbs for 2021!

GOAL: 400,000 lbs. by the end of 2021

There have been 3x more people visiting the Daily Bread Food Bank
and affiliated food banks during 20/21. As the number of people
experiencing food insecurity continues to rise, the HCCA remains
steadfast in our commitment to helping put food on the tables for
those who need help. We are almost halfway to meeting our goal of
400,000 lbs in food donations for 2021. Bill Yarn, with the support of
Brian Blakeley have arranged 163,000 lbs food donations to date!
In May and June, a total of 63,000 lbs in food was delivered to the
Daily Bread Food Terminal.
Huge THANK YOU to Italpasta and Mike Marchese, for your continued generosity. THANK YOU Scarborough– Rouge Park MPP Vijay
Thanigasalam for covering the costs of shipping 37,000 lbs from Ital
Pasta to the Daily Bread Food Terminal located in New Toronto.
THANK YOU Billy Yarn for continuing to co-ordinate all the details
bringing support to those experiencing food insecurity during these
trying times.

400,000lbs

163,000
lbs.
FOOD
D O N AT E D
To D a t e

This delivery brings the total food donated to 163,000 lbs. The HCCA
is dedicated to helping people in need of food with continued efforts
to bring the total up to 400,000 lbs. by the end of 2021.
Highland Creek Community Association Cares!
#HCCACares
Helping those in need
with support from:

MPP Vijay Thanigasalam
myhighlandcreek.org
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HCCA Letter requesting HC Secondary Planning Rules be upheld.

Letters of support from MP & MPP Pages 26/27

Councillor Jennifer McKelvie

The community is looking for appropriate development in the
area with an emphasis on:

4630 Kingston Road, Unit 20
Scarborough, Ontario
M1E 4Z4
Re: Highland Creek Village / 1625 Military Trail Development

•

Young families looking to purchase their first homes,

•

Seniors, or others, in the area that wish to downsize yet
remain in community, and

•

Strengthening the center of the village commercial area
as a community gathering place –
not just surface parking.

Dear Councillor McKelvie,
We are writing to thank you for your continuing support of
our efforts to maintain the intent and purpose of the Highland
Creek Secondary Plan. Through our previous meetings, you
are aware that we are genuinely concerned about the
planned development at 1625 Military Trail.
The proposal by the Developer (Altree Developments) is
working its way steadily through the review process with the
various City departments and the TRCA. We are particularly
concerned with the massing and location of the proposed 8storey buildings as well as its encroachment on the stable
top of bank of the Highland Creek Ravine.
The Highland Creek community is one of the most cohesive
and vibrant in the City of Toronto. Our proximity to the University of Toronto, Scarborough Campus, and Toronto Zoo,
combined with an abundance of green space, including the
Rouge National Urban Park, and the Waterfront Trail system,
is why we pulled together and reached an agreed, shared
vision embodied in the Highland Creek Secondary Plan
(2012). Residents have chosen to live here because of the
village feel, and because it is an area which contains mainly
single-family homes and overall low built form.
We have reviewed this letter with our local MP and MPP,
who have each submitted a letter in support of this matter to
you.

Additionally, Jim Hart, former Ward Councillor, and our
neighbouring community associations have shown their support as signatories to this letter. All parties concur that while
intensification may be needed in the City of Toronto, that
goal can still be achieved while following well-established
development guidelines, secondary plans, and City Zoning
By-laws, including density guidelines. These ideals are not
mutually exclusive.
The Highland Creek Village Secondary Plan (2012) established maximum building heights (6 storeys) in the various
areas of the Village. The community is now faced with development plans for two 8-storey buildings, that present themselves as 9 storeys, with a Floor Space Index (FSI) of 3.84
times the lot area after conveyances – effectively double the
currently zoned FSI of 2.0 for the site.

The views of our community have been clear and consistent
over the years on the outcomes they are seeking for the
Highland Creek Village and the broader community. To that
end, we are requesting your support for:
•

Appropriate development that respects the views of the
community and adheres to the in-place Secondary Plan,
and City Zoning By-laws, and,

•

Encouraging other Members of Council and the Mayor to
support appropriate development in our neighbourhood.

We believe that these results are both achievable and
reasonable.
Thank you for your time and encouragement.
David Adamson

Kathy Rowe

President, HCCA

President, CCRA

Kathi Loughran

Jim Hart

President, WRCA

Past Councillor, Ward 44

Copy To:

John Tory, Mayor, City of Toronto
Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam, Toronto Centre
Councillor Michael Ford, Etobicoke North
Councillor Paula Fletcher, Toronto-Danforth
Councillor Stephen Holyday, Etobicoke Centre
Councillor Jaye Robinson, Don Valley West
Councillor Mark Grimes, Etobicoke-Lakeshore
Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wong, Don Valley East

Councillor Gord Perks, Parkdale-High Park
Councillor Shelley Carroll, Don Valley North
Councillor Frances Nunziata, York South-Weston
Councillor John Filion, Willowdale
Councillor James Pasternak, York Centre

The proposed development fails to respect the planning
guidelines documented in the Secondary Plan. These guidelines support and meet the density objectives (residents, and
jobs) for this area. There is no planning justification for massively exceeding the density for this village community.

Councillor Brad Bradford, Beaches-East York

Moreover, the proposal does not respect the voice of the
community. The Highland Creek Community Association
(HCCA) circulated a survey regarding development in the
Village in July/August 2020. Of the over 430 respondents,
91.2% opposed any development over 6 storeys, and confirmed planning guidelines and plans should be followed.

Councillor Michael Thompson, Scarborough Centre

The survey results were clear, and the voice of the
community needs to be heard on this matter.

Councillor Anthony Perruzza, Humber River-Black Creek
Councillor Gary Crawford, Scarborough Southwest

Councillor Mike Colle, Eglinton-Lawrence

Councillor Ana Bailão, Davenport
Councillor Nick Mantas, Scarborough-Agincourt
Councillor Joe Cressy, Spadina-Fort York
Councillor Cynthia Lai, Scarborough North
Councillor Mike Layton, University-Rosedale
Councillor Paul Ainslie, Scarborough-Guildwood
Councillor Josh Matlow, Toronto-St. Paul’s
Christian Ventresca, Manager – Community Planning
Robert Brown, Consultant

June 2021
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HCCA Visits Altree site
with TRCA and City of Toronto
Brian Blakeley,
HCCA Director Environment and Heritage

On Tuesday, May 25th at 10:00 A.M. HCCA Vice-President Bill
Yarn and I, together with Scott Morphett of the Office of City
Councillor Jennifer McKelvie, Mark Rapus and Ali Shirazi of the
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) and Bonnie
Williams Urban Forestry - City of Toronto, met to tour the
Highland Creek Ravine in the area of the proposed development at 1625 Military Trail in Highland Creek.
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss our concerns about
slope stability and water drainage around the Altree site.

As an aside, we also wanted to test the theory that monitoring
the water temperature of Highland Creek will allow the developer to assess the environmental impact of the construction
project. This is not a recognized test with any validity is what
we learned during our walking meeting.
There is clear evidence of seasonal/storm water drainage from
the site down the slope to Highland Creek and this leads to our
concerns regarding the stability of the slope. Previously, we
have heard from residences in the area about the significant
erosion on their properties due to slope instability and water
drainage issues.

( L to R – Bonnie Williams, Scott Morphet, Bill Yarn, Mark Rupus, Ali Sharizi)

“As follow up to my enquiry with our Erosion MonitoringGroup,
I have been advised that we don’t have any erosion data for the
lower Highland Creek in the vicinity of 1625 Military Trail. That
being said I have also learned that based on historical aerial imagery the section of Highland Creek between Old Kingston Road
and Highway 2A has not shown any significant lateral movement (bank erosion) since the 1950’s. The bank protection/
armouring adjacent to the Bridge (Highway 2A) and trail has
prevented erosion from impacting that infrastructure and the
adjoining valley slope.”

The significant outstanding concerns, for the TRCA, center
around the continued water table maintenance during and following construction should the project be approved by the
City. The failure of Altree to fully address the TRCA concerns of
Further to our meeting, Mark Rapus, Senior Planner, Developthe water management issues on the site will likely delay counment Planning and Permits | Development and Engineering Ser- cil consideration of their application until the fall of 2021.
vices with TRCA provided the following addition information in
We need to continue to monitor the progress of this application
response to our questions about the stability of the slope at
and fight to have the city respect the wishes of our wonderful
west side of the development property.
Highland Creek community.
To stay in touch visit myhighlandcreek.org

myhighlandcreek.org
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ROOMING HOUSES UPDATE

ROOMING HOUSE UPDATES: Stakeholder Meeting Review
Letter of review from City Council Ward 23 Cynthia Lai
“Haida Court Fire 2018”
Photo Credit: D. Phillips

“It is currently illegal to host rooming houses in
Scarborough. At the stakeholders’ meeting, the City
presented a plan to legalize rooming houses in all
residential areas, an idea which was met with great
opposition from attendees”
Dear Residents of Highland Creek,

On May 30, 2018, Helen Guo, 18, Chinese student
of the University of Toronto Scarborough Campus was
killed in a tragic and significant fire at 10 Haida Court. As
well, reports mention all the students living at the Haida
Court residence, sustained significant injury.
A local resident claims over 90 fire personal and numerous fire trucks attended to the destructive fire.
In Highland Creek there may be illegal rooming
houses with unsafe living conditions. Please let’s not let
this happen again. If you suspect a home is operating
as an illegal rooming house, please report any suspected
rooming houses to 311.
Question:
Was 10 Haida Court ever reported as a suspected illegal
rooming house? If you had made a report, contact
highlandcreekvillager@gmail.com

The City of Toronto held public and stakeholder meetings in May regarding multi-tenant housing, or rooming
houses. Two virtual sessions were held on May 4 and
May 11 for the public, while Mr. David Adamson, President of the HCCA, Annoj (our Editor), and myself participated in the stakeholder meeting on May 10.
There we heard from many residents across all parts
of Toronto, with rooming house issues similar to our
own in the community. Among those discussed included parking, poor maintenance of property, ineffective
policing and enforcement, not to mention transient
persons coming and going on a regular basis.

Multi-tenant housing, or rooming house, is defined by
the City as a building where four or more people rent
rooms and share a kitchen and/or washroom. It is currently illegal to host rooming houses in Scarborough.
At the stakeholder meeting, the City presented a plan
to legalize rooming houses in all residential areas, an
idea which was met with great opposition from attendees. Among the issues highlighted were that the
City has difficulty enforcing current rooming houses;
without a significant increase in budget how would
they expect to monitor and enforce safety in a new
wave of rooming houses?
Attendees balanced their criticism with constructive
feedback on how to improve the City’s proposed system for rooming house legalization. One idea involved
requiring landlords to list the rooming house as their
principal residence, permitting first-hand oversight of
the property. Another was raising licensing fees and
fines for unsafe/illegally-operating homes, such that
the Municipal Licensing and Standards department is
able to self-fund its enforcement operations.

When landlords rent out multiple properties but do not
enforce waste management or general care for the
property, the neighbourhood deteriorates over time,
displacing and discouraging family-oriented residents,
especially with young children.
If rooming houses are a cause of concern to you as
well, please contact and voice your concerns to our
Councillor, Jennifer McKelvie.
Thank you,
Anna Tsirakidis
Director, HCCA
Annoj Thavalingam
Editor, The Villager

June 2021
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MTD REVIEW from WARD 23 COUNCILLOR CYNTHIA LAI

Letter from Cynthia Lai Councillor Ward 23: “Treat stable residential neighbourhoods
differently than downtown”
May 31, 2021
Multi-Tenant (Rooming) House Review
City of Toronto Planning Division
City of Toronto Municipal Licensing &
Standards Division
Toronto City Hall
100 Queen Street West
Toronto, Ontario M5H 2N2
Re: Multi-Tenant/Rooming Houses
I wanted to write City staff, who are undertaking
the review of current rules surrounding
multi-tenant housing or rooming houses, to relay
the comments and concerns of my residents. This
has been, and is, a major concern for residents of
my ward. As you know, I recently hosted a virtual
Town Hall on the subject that was attended by 77
residents, I want to thank City staff and the Chair
of Planning & Housing Committee, Deputy
Mayor Bailao for attending.
At the meeting you heard, what I have heard,
namely the great concern residents of my ward
have with making multi-tenant housing or rooming houses legal in Scarborough. This will result
in a major change for stable residential areas in
the city where they are currently not allowed.
Let me begin by telling a personal story. I came to
Canada as an immigrant in the 1970's from Hong
Kong. The language and culture were foreign to
me. My first residence was a rooming house.
While rooming houses can play a role, it is important to note that they have to be regulated
properly and that all areas of the city are not the
same. A multi-tenanted property downtown, with
no parking, is very different from a single family
home on a 40 foot lot on a quiet cul de sac where
there is a driveway and front lawn. In short, Parkdale is not Scarborough.
Public Consultation
An issue raised by residents is the City's consultation. I would suggest it is not enough and that
many residents are unaware of the proposal being
discussed. I had 77 residents at my virtual Town
Hall. Staff said for the two citywide virtual Town
Halls they had some 200 people in attendance.
There should have been a virtual Town Hall for
each former municipality, including Scarborough.
I have tried my best to make residents aware of
the proposed change through my e-newsletters,

social media and the ongoing work of my office.
For such a major proposal that will affect many
people, a more robust consultation process is
needed.
Resident Consultation
If someone wants to have on-street parking in the
City a survey or poll of area residents is undertaken. If someone wants to install front yard parking,
a poll or survey of area residents is undertaken.
Yet when there is a multi-tenant home or rooming
house that is new to the community, the proposal
is for no consultation with area residents. Many
residents have raised this concern with me. I agree
with them that area residents should be consulted.
This is a major change for a community and the
hundreds of local streets that make up my ward.
The City should be consistent and support public
consultation. Further, there should be a City appeal body established where residents can take
their concerns and examples of bylaw noncompliance.
Stable Residential Areas
City staff and some Councillors reference the
need for housing supply. Yes, in today's housing
market we need supply, but we need all kinds of
housing in the City, including single family
homes. This proposal will adversely affect stable
residential areas and the concept of home ownership. Scarborough has already made changes to
address housing supply. Basement apartments are
legal, where once they were not. Garden suites,
also under review, are likely to be adopted which
will also add new supply in residential areas. Further, we have all witnessed the increase in density
by the various development projects which occur
in our wards. Home ownership is a positive for
our society. It is one which I support along with
stable residential areas. I want to ensure they continue.
Regulation
At the core of the current discussion is regulation.
Residents do not think the current rules that prohibit rooming houses in stable residential areas are
enforced and if we are to change there must be an
assurance that enforcement will also change. Will
City staff have access to rooming houses and not
be denied entry? Will penalties be sufficient to
ensure compliance? Will landscaping plans and
the number of occupants allowed be enforced?
Will the City have the proper resources to deal
with complaints? Will rooming houses that don't

register for a license be closed down? We can
change the rules and make multi-tenant housing
legal, but if there is no enforcement it will not
have the desired result. Worse, it will instill further doubts in residents. Fines for non-compliance
must be meaningful and robust.

Property Taxes
Most rooming houses in my ward are located in
single family or semi-detached homes. They are
assessed at a single family property tax rate. Yet
they are a business. There is, in most cases, a nonresident landlord collecting rent. Why should the
taxpayers of Toronto subsidize landlords who are
operating a business collecting revenue in stable
residential areas? The multi-residential tax rate in
Toronto is double the single family rate. So under
the proposal not only will current residents be
forced to have a rooming house next door to
them, they will also be forced to subsidize their
taxes. The City itself refers to the category of
housing as "multi"-tenant housing, therefore they
should be assessed at the "multi"-residential tax
rate.
Number of Units
During my virtual Town Hall and in communications my office has received from residents, many
have suggested that if the proposal is to be adopted and multi-tenant
housing or rooming houses made legal, the number of units should be limited to four, not six.
Most single or semi- detached homes in the inner
suburbs like Scarborough have 3 or 4 bedrooms.
When asked why the number 6 was selected the
response was that is the current number downtown. Again, Parkdale is not Scarborough. I recommend a limit of 4 units in a stable residential
neighbourhood. The city could review this policy
after five years, when it should review the entire
bylaw to measure success.
Safety
There have been incidences of tenants dying in
rooming houses. This is unfortunate and preventable. It speaks to the need for enforcement, but
also geography as the death in Scarborough occurred near the Scarborough campus of U of T.
This is the approach followed by the cities of
London and Waterloo. It is actually a part of their
rental licensing system. Areas of the city located
near major universities or community
colleges are zoned to permit rooming houses with
rules. It does not need to apply citywide.
These are some of the concerns
residents have shared with me.
It is not an exhaustive list, but
speaks to the need to treat stable residential neighbourhoods
differently than downtown. If
the City is to move ahead with
such a major change, the issues
I have raised need to be addressed. Otherwise, I will support the majority of residents in
Ward 23 and vote against the
proposal.
Sincerely,
Cynthia Lai
Councillor, Ward 23
Cc: Residents of Ward 23
Mayor John Tory
Scarborough City Councillors
Deputy Mayor Ana Bailao,
Chair, Planning & Housing
Committee

myhighlandcreek.org
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“Remembering 215 Children”
Thank you to the creators of the memorial
located at Kingston and Galloway Roads,
dedicated to the 215 First Nations Children
found at Kamloops, BC Residential School.
The stories of these children must be heard.
Pause here, do not look away, ask how did we
get here?
Feel and listen, remember.
Remembering Every Life Matters.
~ LT

June 2021

Summer
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Living in a Pandemic as a Teen
By Innez Galle
Living in a pandemic as a teen...
easy right? We have our phones, we
can just use those all day... Well, not
exactly, it’s a little more difficult than
you would think…
Imagine your whole life growing up,
you’re told your teenage years are
going to be amazing. You’re going to have the most freedom
in your whole life. You will be in high school, going to parties,
hanging out with friends late at night - it’s going to be an
amazing experience.
Now imagine your life is taken out of your control, and you’re
living along with the rest of the world in a worldwide pandemic. You can’t see your friends, school is online, you can’t get
your driver’s license, and you’re stuck inside your house with
your whole family - the last people you want to be spending
every day with!
That’s pretty much every teenager’s life right now.
Our last four years of “freedom” have us locked inside our
houses.
It’s hard being a teenager when all you want to do is hang out
with your friends and have new experiences. The biggest part
of our lives at this age is our friends. We’re growing up and
gaining more freedom, we don’t want to be stuck inside the
house with our family all day long.
Yes there is social media for us to stay connected, but it’s not
the same having phone calls with your friends. We don’t want
to worry about who can hear us in the next room, we want to
see and talk to them in person.

My heart goes out to the class of 2021, I don’t think they’re
getting much recognition this year. All the grads were excited
about their prom, grad trips, graduations, university tours, but
with everything being cancelled or moved online, I see how
there’s not much to look forward to.
I know I don’t just speak for myself, but there is definitely a
lack of motivation. It’s taxing to sit in front of a screen all day
long and do schoolwork, and by the end of the day when you
have free time, it almost seems like too much work to check
in and chat with your friends.
The same goes for schoolwork; I see a loss in motivation to
always participate in class, and do the extra credit work.
Teachers are giving us so much leeway, it almost feels
optional.
I think I can speak for most teenagers that we feel like we are
being ripped off from our teenage and high school experiences. We should be hanging out with our friends, involved with
school, having jobs, growing with our freedom, making mistakes and learning from them. We are missing out on important experiences that will shape our futures.
All this aside, things are slowly making their way back to normal. Everyone is getting their vaccines, and things are starting to open up again. The summer will be a great break from
all the stress of this year, and the 2021/2022 school year
looks brighter already.
This pandemic was completely unexpected for all of us, teenagers included, but we get to be a part of this strange experience and have our own unique stories to tell because of it.

I am considered one of the more lucky ones. I’ve just started
high school, although I have no idea what my high school is
like, what the atmosphere is like or what the day to day is like
there. I was registered as an in-person student, but I’ve been
online more than I've been in-person for the majority of the
pandemic.
There are people in my class who I have no idea what they
look like as everyone is wearing a mask, and when school
moves online most people don’t turn their cameras on. There
are classrooms that I’ve never been in. I’ve never been to a
high school party, or even a high school assembly. I hardly
know my way around the building, and I’ve hardly met any
new people.
But put all this aside, I’m a lucky one.
I can imagine how teens a few years older than me feel. Celebrating sweet sixteens and not being able to get your driver’s license, in fact not knowing when you can get your driver’s license.

FISHIES

Not being able to participate in all the clubs, sports teams,
volunteer work, or even get a job that you had planned to do.
But I really can’t imagine how it must feel to be a graduating
student this year.
Everyone was under the impression that 2021 would be a
much more normal year, there would be graduations, vacations, normal school, normal summers, but no one was prepared for it to go on for this long.

RO-
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HIGHLAND CREEK PUBLIC SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL &
STUDENT SUBMISSIONS
On behalf of the staff at Highland Creek PS, we hope that
you are all well and staying connected in safe ways. Our
Highland Creek staff, parents and students embraced the
many challenges we faced this school year and demonstrated perseverance, pivoting back and forth between remote and in-school learning. Our team effort and collaboration, along with our staff creativity and parents’ support,
kept students engaged in meaningful learning.
Some classes have participated in family baking activities,
others engaged in spoken word sessions and several of our
students joined our Lunch Fitness exercise to remain active. I enjoyed visiting our classes virtually as students
worked hard to prepare and present different assignments,
projects and art activities to continue the learning.
Soon we will be welcoming our new Kindergarten families
as well as our new Middle Immersion Grade 4 families, virtually of course!
At Highland Creek, our staff are working on preparing for
our grade 8 Virtual Graduation. As you can appreciate, we
are putting all possible measures in place to ensure the
safety and security of this virtual event. All students, including those in the Virtual School, will have an opportunity to
be part of this celebration. We are always thankful for the
support of our community as we work hard to make this
milestone in our students’ school career a memorable one.

Our Grade 7/8 students share below their experience in attending and working virtually with a spoken word artist. We
are proud of our creative writers!
I would like to wish our entire community a safe and happy
summer. We look forward to a fresh, new start in September 2021.
~ May Halabi, Principal

Virtual Spoken Word Poetry @ Highland Creek
This past year has been challenging for everyone; COVID19 has changed how we view and exist in the world. In Ontario, schools have been performing a dance of in-class and
online learning for the past year. Due to the rising cases of
COVID-19 all over Ontario, we had once again been required to learn online. Now, summer activities have been
shut down, and COVID-19 cases have continued to rise despite more individuals becoming vaccinated. These things
do take time, and although it may be difficult, there are
many things that Highland Creek Public School has been
doing to make it somewhat more enjoyable. For instance,
last week a local spoken word poet named Dwayne Morgan
virtually visited Highland Creek PS to work with our Grade
7/8 class, specifically with poetry.
Over the week, we worked with Mr. Morgan four times. He
would join our Google Meet and offer some great insight
into the spoken word writing process. Our teacher Mr. Edwards had previously asked us about our experiences with
poetry, and most of our class thought poetry was boring
and not very fun. However, Mr. Morgan showed us a different side to poetry. We did some really helpful exercises and
got to write our own poems! We were allowed to express
how we felt, and created some beautiful pieces in the end.
Mr. Morgan would give us two topics to choose from each
day, and from those we’d choose how we would go about
responding to the prompt. The topics ranged from responding to what COVID-19 has taught us, to advice we would
give younger students about life, and so on. These exercises were super fun and creative! It didn’t really feel like a traditional poetry lesson, and it let us students think about
things we’ve never really considered before. We learned
about similes and metaphors and how to use them in our
work, leading to a real variety of poems. Some were long,
some short, some rhymed, while others did not, and that
was okay. Overall, our class came to learn that we actually
do like poetry, so thank you very much Mr. Morgan and the
teachers of Highland Creek for setting this up for us, it really made a difference during such a difficult time.
By M.I.

June 2021

Summer
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Invasive Caterpillars Overwhelm Neighbourhood Trees
(All photos courtesy of City of Toronto)

By Annoj Thavalingam
In terms of life cycle, the European Gypsy Moth is in caterpillar form until about mid-July, before cocooning itself for 1-2 weeks. Should you come
across these caterpillars in July (see
picture), the City recommends that you
handpick the caterpillars with gloves,
and place them in soapy water. If you
find any cocoons later in the summer,
please remove and discard them.
Should you sight a full-fledged European Gypsy Moth, please report the location to 311 for tracking purposes.

The present outbreak we’re experiencing is a serious threat to trees in
our community and beyond. Our collective efforts can help limit the spread of
European Gypsy Moths, and safeguard
Metrolinx is not the only entity our greenery.
encroaching on our community. An invasive species of caterpillars is ravaging trees in Highland Creek, snacking
on leaves in large quantities, and deAn European Gypsy Moth pupae/cocoon.
priving trees of sunlight. Termed European Gypsy Moths, you may spot these
critters while out on walks, either on
leaves, sidewalks or dangling from
trees.
A Gypsy Moth in caterpillar form, showing
characteristic spots, eating a leaf.

A severely defoliated oak tree.

Adult male, bottom left, and adult female,
upper right.

The City of Toronto actively
mounts a campaign each year to curb
the population of these non-native insects, as they are responsible for the
defoliation and deaths of many trees
across the city and province.

myhighlandcreek.org
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COUNCILLOR MCKELVIE LETTER TO METROLINX
May 31, 2021
Mathieu Goetzke
Vice-President, Planning
Metrolinx
Subject: Durham-Scarborough BRT
Proposal – Highland Creek Community
Concerns
Mr. Goetzke,
On May 7, my office facilitated a meeting
between the Highland Creek Community
Association (HCCA), Metrolinx and City of
Toronto staff, to discuss the DurhamScarborough BRT. This meeting was to further discuss concerns that have been continually presented by the HCCA to Metrolinx
about this provincial transit project. I am
writing to you today to share some of those
concerns in hopes that you will adopt
changes to mitigate them.
Concern 1: Curbed medians on Ellesmere
Road between Kingston Road & Conlins
Road

ly raised their objection to this design, as it
would cause unsafe U-turns, push traffic
onto local streets, increase travel times and
limit emergency vehicle access. The time
savings associated with the curbed lanes is
not significant enough to warrant their necessity through this 2.4 km stretch. Painted
bus lanes, or buses and vehicles in mixed
traffic, through this area is a better approach. The TTC is piloting this approach in
the Eglinton-Kingston-Morningside corridor
and I urge you to learn from that experience.

It would be helpful if the Metrolinx convened regular meetings with the HCCA to
share information about the project, hear
their local concerns and propose design alternatives based on community feedback.
I am hopeful that the suggestions presented
in this letter will allow for a better outcome
for the residents of Highland Creek. I look
forward to working together and hearing
your proposal to mitigate community concerns about this provincial transit project.

Concern 2: Increased noise and air pollution associated with additional buses

Toronto City Councillor, Scarborough-Rouge
Park
councillor_mckelvie@toronto.ca
#416-338-3771

The community has raised concerns about
the additional noise and air pollution that
the Durham-Scarborough BRT would bring
to the community. As Metrolinx secures
funding for this project, I am hopeful that
you will procure and exclusively use electric
buses on the route. Doing so would decrease carbon emissions and noise, thereby
ensuring a truly green public transit option
for riders.

Residential homes are located on both the Concern 3: Unclear communication and
north and south sides of Ellesmere through public participation process to mitigate
this area.
community concerns
This location has been identified as a pinch
point in the design, and the installation of
curbed lanes will block the ability of residents to turn left into their driveways.
Members of the community have continual-

Limiting the impact to residential properties
along the route must be a priority for this
project going forward. Local residents feel
like their concerns are not being heard or
addressed.

Sincerely,
Jennifer McKelvie

cc. Hon. Caroline Mulroney, Minister of
Transportation
MPP Vijay Thanigasalam, Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Transportation
Mayor John Tory, City of Toronto
Derek Toigo, City of Toronto Transit Expansion Office
James Perttula, City of Toronto Transportation Planning
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Letter to the Editor:

Scarborough Resident requests deferral of approval to change designation of Ellesmere Road from residential to higher order transit corridor;
‘higher order transit corridor’ is a designation allowing for uses such as
light rail transit (LRT)

Lorne Ross
Photo courtesy of Anne Ross

“I submit that the information provided to the residents, tenants, business owners and places of worship
congregations along this 8.5 km of Ellesmere was entirely inadequate for them to begin to understand
the purpose and effect of being designated a ‘Higher Order Transit Corridor’.”
- Lorne Ross

June 21, 2021.
Honourable Steve Clark.
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
College Park 17th Floor, 777 Bay St, Toronto, ON M7A 2J3
and via email to: minister.mah@ontario.ca
and: steve.clark@pc.ola.org
RE: CITY OF TORONTO OFFICIAL PLAN
AMENDMENT 456

Dear Minister Clark:
Toronto Council adopted Official Plan
Amendment 456 on February 26th 2020.

I understand the amendment is before you
in your capacity as Minister of Municipal
Affairs.
For the reasons set out below I am writing
to request that you defer approval of the
portion of that amendment which would
designate Ellesmere Road from McCowan
Road east to Kingston Road as a
‘Higher Order Transit Corridor’.
I believe you should request your staff to
review the record submitted in support of
OPA 456 by the City of Toronto to determine if adequate information was provided
to the public with respect to this proposed
designation.
Providing adequate information to the
public so they can understand the purpose
and effect of a proposed change to their
Official Plan is a cornerstone of The Planning Act.
I submit that the information provided to
the residents, tenants, business owners
and places of worship congregations along
this 8.5 km of Ellesmere was entirely inadequate for them to begin to understand the
purpose and effect of being designated a
‘Higher Order Transit Corridor’.
1. To the best of my knowledge there
is not a single reference in any of the
Staff reports or public notices of the
proposal to designate Ellesmere Road
as a ‘Higher Order Transit Corridor’.
2. There is no mention in the notice of a
public meeting held in Scarborough on
May 6 2019, nor in the staff summary
of that meeting, of any presentation by
staff of their proposal to designate
Ellesmere as a ‘Higher Order Transit
Corridor’.

3. To the best of my knowledge there
was no effort made to provide notice to
any property owner/tenant, place of
worship or business fronting on this 8.5
kilometers of Ellesmere nor to any business association or community association affected by the proposed designation.

I submit to you that City Planning Staff had
sufficient knowledge of these plans and
their potential effect on citizens livingworking-worshiping along Ellesmere and
failed or refused to inform them when issuing notices and conducting public meetings
for their proposed Official Plan changes.

Whatever other plans were ‘vetted or approved’ by Council, no such approval removes the City’s obligation under the Planning Act to provide sufficient information
to its citizens to understand the nature and
effect of proposed changes. No other plan
‘vetted’ by Council takes the place on an
Official plan and amendments thereto.

I am therefore asking you please to:
• Defer approval of the part of OPA
456 which designates Ellesmere
Road as a ‘Higher Order Transit Corridor’ on Map 4;
•

Request your staff to review the
record of notices, public meetings
and reports to determine if adequate information was provided
regarding this proposed designation
prior to adoption by Toronto Council

•

Reach your own conclusion as to
whether adequate information was
provided to the people affected by
this Official Plan change prior to
adoption by Toronto Council as required by The Planning Act.

Were City Staff aware more specifically of
what was proposed for the future of Ellesmere when they took this amendment
before Toronto Council?
• Their staff report is dated January
29, 2020.

• When they wrote that report, City
Planning Staff had been working for
two years with other planning agencies to produce a bus rapid transit
design on exactly this same part of
Ellesmere Road.

Yours truly,

• The initial business case for that
project is dated Spring 2018.

• The City is listed as a ‘partner’ on
the project.
• The public meeting in Scarborough
was on May 6, 2019.
• Detailed design drawings were prepared in August 2020 showing ‘bus
only’ lanes in the centre of Ellesmere together with potential property takings and the curbing which
would prohibit left hand turns into/
out of hundreds of homes that front
onto Ellesmere, dozens of business
whose driveways connect to Ellesmere as well as 13 public streets.
We all know that detailed design
drawings like these take many
months to prepare, circulate to
‘partners’, and revise before they
are issued.

Lorne Ross
Resident of Scarborough

CC via email to:
1. Honourable Parm Gill, Parliamentary
Assistant to the Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Housing
parm.gill@pc.ola.org

2. Kate Manson-Smith, Deputy Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing: kate.manson-smith@ontario.ca
3. Arti Persaud Senior Policy Advisor (Acting), Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing| arti.persaud@ontario.ca
4. Stephanie DiNucci | Senior Policy Advisor - Municipal
Affairs | Stephanie.DiNucci@ontario.ca
5. John Elvidge, Clerk, City of Toronto:
clerk@toronto.ca

Stop the BRT Petition Comments
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To date, 10 banners have been displayed
around the community; 300 residents have
put one of our signs on their lawn; 1,300 people have signed our on-line petition, and over
530 residents and family members have
signed the flyer. You may visit the petition at
www.change.org/HighlandCreek-BRT
Our volunteers have delivered 4,000 flyers to
the whole community advising them of the
Metrolinx’s plans. In just two weeks, we have
received tremendous support, showing extremely strong opposition to the Metrolinx
Plan. The whole community has come together to say NO WAY, and we are receiving
more support each day, even from outside
the community.
Highland Creek is a great Community.
We thank you for taking the time to contact us
on-line, to fill in the ballot on the flyer, walk it
over to a neighbour’s drop box and tell us
what you think, and we thank you so much for
your efforts. We have plotted residents’ returns on the pin map, and we feel sure in the
coming weeks we will have many more pins
to be added to the map.

Should not
area. Pulse
Ellesmere waste of mo

“We decided on a campaign to get the message
out to the community:
WE DO NOT WANT THE DSBRT IN OUR COMMUNITY”
Comments from the BRT PETITION :
This is a small HERITAGE VILLAGE community in east Scarborough that METROLINX will destroy with this plan not to
mention the expropriation of homeowners front lawns to accomplish this GIGANTIC MISTAKE- —- NOT IN HIGHLAND
CREEK.
Find a route that doesn't harm current residents, trees, life.
Find a route that doesn't hurt business along the entire route.
Find a better way than creating permanent havoc and pollution.

The demand for a lawn sign has been so
strong we have run into a budget limit! Bear
with us and we will do our best but cannot be
sure everyone who asked will get one.

Durham Region buses should go AROUND the Highland
Creek Community. Use 401 and Morningside to provide service to U of T AND to the Pan Am centre.

Our job now is to carry your message, loud
and clear, to both MPP Vijay Thanigasalam
and to Councillor Jennifer McKelvie, they represent us at the province and at City Hall.

Sheppard East is a much better option. Or a service road
along the 401 McCowan to Ellesmere for transit only.

We will also send your message to Hon.
Caroline Mulroney, Ontario’s Minster of
Transportation. Ms. Mulroney oversees Metrolinx, and Vijay is her Parliamentary Assistant. Our elected representatives and Minister
Mulroney simply must understand the Metrolinx Plan is totally unacceptable to the people
of Highland Creek. We will be asking them to
stop this Plan now!
NO BUSWAY THROUGH HIGHLAND
CREEK!
USE HWY. 401 AND MORNINGSIDE
If you want to get your own message to these
people, please do: every little bit helps!
Here are their email addresses:
vijay.thanigasalam@pc.ola.org
councillor_mckelvie@toronto.ca
This is an all-volunteer effort: every one of the
people who have given the Campaign their
time did so because they love Highland
Creek. Thank you to you, the people of Highland Creek, and to all our volunteers.
Douglas Phillips
HCCA – DSBRT-Committee Chair.

For the latest information,
please visit our website:
www.myhighlandcreek.org/brtdevelopments
June 2021

BRT will tear Highland Creek apart.

Look at the mess they have made of Morningside Ave and
Kingston Rd. Now Ellesmere?!!!!! Where does this mess
STOP!
Enough is enough - go fix Kennedy and Eglinton! Focus on
the RT extension to Malvern Mall ...so many unfinished jobs ,
we do not need this!
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be crowded by drivers making U-tu
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There is a massive, mature elm tree
of our house that is one of the few
city of Toronto. It would need to be
needs to be widened. How is this b
idents of Toronto?

I say No to this plan. The bus traffic
Highland Creek. There is no benefi
will totally destroy the full Highland
surrounding nature. Construction ta

I have been a Highland Creek resid
4Z8) and do not understand how th
munity. Isn’t the building of infrastru
supposed to help communities and
does neither, so the obvious answe
ing board and find another way. I c
Kingston Road and what they have
ed bus lane is a crime. One doesn’
what greed and lack of vision can t
anyone seen what has happened to

Ellesmere has adequate space for buses to travel on it freely,
with the two lanes of traffic each way, without impeding access for residents!

I’m signing because I do not want E
stricted to only two lanes and left tu
be curtailed. Leave well enough alo
yone on those buses to begin with.
As a founding member of the Highland Creek Assn. and hold- they need express services? I’m ab
ing the position of Convener for planning and development,
this!!!!!!!!
please note a number of traffic-related issues and the usage
of Ellesmere as a main artery have been proposed previously This will push traffic to side streets
and all were rejected. The most ludicrous (until this latest)
which will make it less safe for the
proposal was to connect Ellesmere to the 401 to allow
walk, bike to school, walk pets etc.
Durham residents to go to the Scarb. Town Centre! Necessi- anyone in the local community or th
tating many stops at intersections and traffic signals, wasting borough, only Durham residents wh
gas, polluting the air, taking longer to make the journey etc.
portion of Ellesmere is not busy en
when the direct quick route was naturally the 401. The procated lane for busses. Not to menti
posal was canned. If this is to get Durham residents to the
busses will not be using this lane
UofT as suggested, then Sheppard Ave or 401 to Morningside have to make all the same local sto
south or Conlins Rd are far more efficient and at virtually NO consult Scarborough residents whe
COST and certainly no cost or INCONVENIENCE to Highland
Creek residents
No purpose. They do not need exp
busy. It will force everyone to use s
Ellesmere Rd. is approximately 1 km away from the 401.
Common sense would route the out-of-town bus traffic on the gers our kids and school zones. Fo
highway. Shame on the corrupt individual(s) at Metrolinx and/ route for unneeded express bus lan
or the local government who take personal kickbacks to spon- munity, kids, schools and side stree
sor wasteful projects like this.
This new "No Left-Hand Turn Rule"
most invasive means to disrupt a c
I am in full agreement with Highland Creek Association when I of this action dishonours its intent.
read this (quote):
Transit and local traffic must co-exi
"Residents will have to deal with the construction to widen
mentation of barriers.
Ellesmere, move services (hydro, sewers and catch basins,
fire hydrants). Not to mention the cutting down of hundreds of Ellesmere Road between Kingston
mature trees."
is a residential area, with no busine

buildings along the way. Very few p
quire the BRT, so there is no need
here - let alone any need to widen

HAVE YOU SIGNED THE PETITION ? MORE INFORMATION ? https://www.myhighlandcreek.org/brt-developments.html
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Every time the [Pulse] bus passes my house there is
only two or three people inside the bus.
For the short distance that this would cover it seems
a waste of money. Disruptions to Highland Creek
residents and people would still be likely to use their
cars instead of the new rapid transit.
This plan will result in a great increase in traffic on
side streets, as drivers will have to go blocks out of
their way to get to Ellesmere.
The Metrolinx BRT Plan will destroy our suburban
community. The result will be increased traffic congestion, more engines running and more air pollution. A stupid idea.
Don't emphasize only the damage to our community
(avoid NIMBY charges), taxpayers everywhere
should oppose this gigantic waste of money.
I believe that installing the bus rapid transit lane on
Ellesmere will cause quite a bit of disruption for residents in our community, especially considering that
Ellesmere Road is limited in its width.
Rapid Transit can be routed through Hwy. 401 before entering Ellesmere Road.

It`s not necessary at this pandemic period. No urgency to
spend money in political way!

Absolutely NO for this Plan. I think it is enough with those outI think this rapid transit plan is not an environmentally-friendly rageous ideas (plans) when it comes to Ontario Provincial
one. This is a residential area and plans like this will make life Leaders having detrimental affect on our economy and TAX
hard for the residents.
PAYERS!!!

e on the boulevard in front
surviving elm trees in the
e destroyed if Ellesmere
bus route benefiting the res-

We are very opposed to this plan! This will destroy our community. No one uses transit to this extent in this area to warrant this plan. It will increase traffic on Euclid more than we
are already dealing with.

c is not currently busy in
fit for the local residents. It
d Creek communities and
akes forever .......... !

This stretch of Ellesmere does not have sufficient traffic volume to warrant this proposed change. There are currently so
many more aspects of today's society that could absolutely
benefit from the money budgeted for Metrolinx , i.e. food
banks, housing, healthcare, etc. etc.
The Metrolinx Plan will not be beneficial to the local residents,
nor will it improve the convenience of the existing transit system. Lose-Lose for all recipients.

Turning our neighbourhood into high traffic, noise and expropriation of housing land. We moved here not to have these
issues. NO RAPID TRANSIT.
This is a costly and disastrous project - using our tax dollars
to boot! Who really benefits from this!
No reason to destroy our Community when there is already
bus service to Oshawa.
DON'T DESTROY OUR COMMUNITY!

dent for 27 years (M1C
his plan benefits our comucture and public transit
d ease congestion? This
er is to go back to the drawcommute to work using
This pin map indicates the homes of
e done with the dedicatHighland Creek residents who have
’t need to look far at
signed the petition opposing the Durham
to a community…. Has
o our Village?!!
-Scarborough Bus Rapid Transit
(DSBRT) proposal plans for Ellesmere
Ellesmere to be reurns on Ellesmere to
one. There’s hardly an. Why in the world do
bsolutely against

and residential areas,
kids and families who
This does not serve
hose who live in Scarho go to U of T. This
nough to need a dediion that our city TTC
much because they
ops. Did anyone even
en making this plan??

press lanes. Not that
side streets and endanorcing everyone to renes. Danger to comets.

" in its entirety is the
community. The results
NO please reconsider.
ist without the imple-

Road and Military Trail
esses or apartment
people in this area reto bring it through
the road.

myhighlandcreek.org

18

The Villager XLV No. V

Become a Member of Our Wonderful Community Association
Every member equals a stronger voice
for community issues that matter to you.
The Highland Creek Community Association (HCCA) is a notfor-profit volunteer association relying on its membership, donations and The Villager for funding.
Over the past year the HCCA has spent thousands of dollars to
support and advocate on behalf of our community.
With a $10 yearly membership fee, you can support your community. Every member equals a stronger voice for issues that
matter to you.
The Highland Creek Community Association thanks those who
have already donated and joined our membership.
Please visit myhighlandcreek.org/hcca-membership to learn
more about how you can donate to and join the HCCA.
If you would rather drop off or mail in a membership form,
please cut out and complete the form below with your donation.

The HCCA is made up of Highland Creek residents who volunteer in various
ways for the betterment of the whole community. Your membership payment each year enables us to advocate on your behalf. The Highland Creek
Community Association represents the interests of residents: bringing our
concerns to all levels of government and advocating on your behalf.

THREE WAYS TO JOIN/DONATE
1. Online
HCCA Membership - HIGHLAND CREEK COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION (myhighlandcreek.org)

A few mentions & gratitude. Welcome to
the HCCA and thank you for your
generous support!

Thank You SNAPPY FOOD MART for
donating $200!
Thank You David Atlas for donating
$300!
Thank you Anna Tsirakidis for
donating $200!

2. Drop off Completed Membership Form with Fee at Highland Harvest
(396 Old Kingston Rd)
3. Mail Completed Membership Form & Fee to:

HIGHLAND CREEK COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
265 Port Union Road P.O. Box 97501, Scarborough, ON,
M1C 2L0

June 2021

For more information on the HCCA,
visit MYHIGHLANDCREEK.ORG
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A Letter from a Concerned Citizen: Fireworks Discharged Sunday
May 23rd in the Highland Creek Public School Yard
This letter shares the concern of neighbours affected by fireworks that were
discharged on Sunday, May 23, 2021,
beginning around 9 pm in the rear of
Highland Creek Public School grounds
and lasting for more than one hour. Also
the activity occurred again on Victoria
Day around 9 pm in the same location.
This activity was contrary to the Ontario
Stay at Home Order and should not
have occurred. If enforcement personnel
were present, “organizers may be
fined a minimum of $10,000, each attendee may receive a $750 ticket”.
The person who discharged the fireworks and those participating must realize there are laws to be obeyed regarding fireworks and permission to be obtained to gather on Toronto District
School Board property. Furthermore,
fireworks at this time may be only
discharged on Victoria Day and Canada Day (with exceptions due to
weather).
While the fireworks were being discharged on Sunday, May 23, neighbours near the school were forced to go
indoors due to the noise and toxic
smoke emitted. Also, at least twice fireworks were discharged that spread horizontally at ground level, forcing children
and adults to move back many metres.

In brief, the following issues need to be
addressed:
1. Were the adults involved in this activity informed of the laws, health and safety issues and concern for others, and
the need for permission to be on private
school property during the lockdown?
This was very dangerous and unsafe.
Safety, respect and concern for others
should be paramount when people are
engaged in this activity. Model a lawful
example for children that shows respect
for their neighbours.

2. Was permission granted by the TDSB
to allow for the discharging of fireworks
and for people to gather on the school
property? See Toronto Municipal Code
466, Article IV 466-5, A and # 3, 4 and
5.

In this time of pandemic restrictions,
people may want to reconsider their
need to discharge fireworks mainly for
the enjoyment of children. What kind of
example is being set if the activity is illegal and a health concern? Could the
money spent on fireworks be sent instead to aid those who are in desperate
need for the essentials of life? Adults
who organize these events should ask
the children what they want and may be
surprised that they choose to help others and celebrate in another equally
meaningful way. Plant a seed by doing a
good deed each day and see what blossoms.

3. Did the person discharging fireworks
have a fire extinguisher close by as is
required by law?
The following is derived from the City
of Toronto’s Fireworks Bylaw:
You can set off fireworks on your private property without a permit only
on Victoria Day and Canada Day. You
will need a permit to set off fireworks
on all other days. Do not set off fireworks in a City park, street, parking
lot or any private property that is not
your own.
D Crawford, A Concerned Citizen

LETTER TO THE EDITOR &
COUNCILLOR JENNIFER MCKELVIE, MPP VIJAY THANIGASALAM:
1. Altree Developments’ proposal “Why do we have municipals bylaws if we choose
just to ignore them?”
2. “Metrolinx project is bad, even very bad”
To start, I want to say that I am not a
person who wants to reject new
change and development. Any community that does not engage with present and future needs is assuring itself
of decline.
That said, the two big proposals on the
table for Highland Creek will do nothing to benefit our community.
First, with respect to the condominium
proposal by Altree: Why do we have
municipal bylaws if we choose just to
ignore them? If the bylaw says four
storeys is the maximum height, then
that's what should be adhered to. The
developer knew these conditions when
he made the initial purchase. While he
has the right to build according to the
bylaws, anything higher than 4 storeys
is completely out of character with the
surrounding village. Equally important,
why would the city even consider a development that encroaches on the
Conservation Authority's minimum setback concerning any valley edge, particularly Highland Creek, where the
slopes are severe and deep. The sand
in this area is 300 feet deep and you
can be sure that over time, in spite of
shoring up, it will move and shift.

With respect to the size of the individual units, catering to UTSC students is
unwise. On average, post-secondary
students don't take particular care of
their accommodation. On average,
they will not bring value added to the
community, from the perspective of
investing into that community. On the
other hand, there may well be longstanding community members who
would like to move into a condominium
right within their "stomping grounds".
My suggestion would be to include
larger units more suitable for retiring
singles or couples.
Now to traffic. The area is in no way
ready for the additional traffic of an 8
storey unit! So moving onto the second
project, the proposal by Metrolinx is
bad, even very bad. While there are
destinations along Ellesmere (UTSC,
Pan-Am Centre, Centenary Hospital,
Centennial
College,
Scarborough
Town Centre) that warrant up-to-speed
transit, the proposal will absolutely gut
Highland Creek, severing it in half. A
divided roadway will be a barrier that
will keep pedestrians and vehicular
traffic from crossing Ellesmere.

The disruption to normal traffic movement for locals will be considerable.
The additional traffic that will pour onto
Morrish and Conlins (plus whatever
other streets might be left with left-turn
possibilities) will adversely affect
homeowners on those streets. You
can be sure there will be innumerable
drivers who will use those streets for U
turns to reverse direction. It's a no-win
for the community.
So what good is the complaint without
a suggested solution. At infinitely less
cost, make the curb lanes of Ellesmere
designated for transit from 7:00 to 9:00
a.m. westbound and if necessary –
since traffic does not back up eastbound in the evening like it does westbound during the morning rush hour –
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. eastbound. With that
simple solution, a ton of money is
saved, and more importantly, so is our
community.
Sincerely,
Doug Paterson
Highland Creek Resident

FOLLOW US on Instagram: highlandcreekvillager
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We at The Villager Wish All Creekers,
Young and Old, a peaceful
‘Summer in the Creek’

PLAY TIME IN THE CREEK!
Happy Kids = Happy Parents!!

June 2021

highlandcreekvillager@gmail.com
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A Naturopathic Perspective: Fertility
BY DR. KARM HANS ND
A large focus of my practice is helping couples achieve pregnancy. Approximately 1 in 6 couples experiences issues with fertility. For
some, there are imbalances with
reproductive hormones or thyroid
hormones,
decreased
sperm
counts, increased stress hormones,
etc. Fertility can be a complicated
issue to address due to the many
factors which need to be considered. What I wanted to offer here
today is my perspective as a Naturopathic Doctor.
Advocate for yourself

Many of us know when something
feels off. Look for help and support
and find someone who listens to
you and believes what you are saying. I see so many patients who are
told they should not worry and that
things will happen. On another side,
patients who have had blood work
and imaging done can often be told
that everything looks normal. I find
common reference ranges for blood
work to be too broad and not specific enough for the individual. Conventional practice is to use the
same reference ranges for men and
women of all ages and ethnic backgrounds. I find many things can slip
through the cracks.

HIGHLAND CREEK BRANCH
not. When it comes to women, there
is a certain rhythm your body follows to help you determine when
your most fertile days are. There is
not a one-size-fits-all model. You do
not need to have the perfect 28-30
day menstrual cycle for everything
to be working the way it should. We
use cues such as cervical mucus
and body temperature.
Do not forget about the
Male Factor
Often I see women when it comes
to fertility issues. In my experience,
if the sperm analysis comes back
as normal there is not much conversation around what can be done to
help to optimize. Yet the male factor
accounts for 50% of support for fertility. In addition, over the decades,
there has been a decline in sperm
count. What conventional practice
has done is adjust the reference
ranges to reflect this. The bottom
line - optimizing health overall optimizes fertility. There is always a
positive role you can play in helping
benefit fertility.

If any of these points resonate and
you are interested in learning more,
please discuss how Naturopathic
Medicine can help you improve your
health. I maintain a general practice
Get tested early
which focuses on women's health,
pediatrics, fertility, digestive health,
If you know you would like to have autoimmunity and mental/emotional
children (even if it is not right now), support.
get blood work done. A thorough
case history and blood work can Dr. K arm Hans is a Doctor of
help catch imbalances. Convention- Naturopathic Medicine at
ally, testing is done if you have Equilibri a Health Centre i n
been actively trying for 1 year if un- Scarborough
der 35 years old or 6 months if over
35 years old. I find if couples have
been trying for this length of time,
by the time they get to doing any
testing, stress levels are high.

The TD Summer Reading
Club is Canada’s biggest,
bilingual summer reading program for kids of
all ages, all interests,
and all abilities. This free
program is offered at
2,000 public libraries
across Canada, and it’s
easy to include in any
summer plans. The Club celebrates Canadian authors, illustrators and stories, and inspires kids to
explore the fun of reading their way. This is key to
building a lifelong love of reading.
Kids can take part anywhere—at local public libraries across Canada as well as at home, online, or
wherever summer takes them.
Kids can:
• find great things to read
•

track their reading

•

connect and share with others across the
country

•

read books online

•

join in activities

•

collect stickers

• write jokes, stories and book reviews, and
more!
There’s something for everyone, including kids with
print disabilities as well as preschoolers and their
families.
Talk to your local public library staff to find out how
your family can join the TD Summer Reading Club
and get your free materials!

Make sure you get the proper blood work at the right
time
For women, our hormone levels are changing throughout
our menstrual cycle. I am surprised at how many women
come into my office and were
not told to get blood done on a
certain day in their cycle. Also,
I find that not all the necessary
testing is done until couples
get to a fertility clinic. It is
heartbreaking for me to see,
because in many cases, imbalances can be corrected to
achieve pregnancy without further interventions.
Get in tune with your body
It is important to know how our
body is functioning. It is constantly giving us information if
we are in a balanced state or

myhighlandcreek.org
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Toronto Zoo

www.lavenderroseflowers.com

Nothing says friendship, sympathy, or love
quite like fresh flowers. From birthdays to
Mother’s Day to get well flowers, you can trust
Lavender Rose Flowers, Inc. to have just the
right bouquet for any occasion.
368 Old Kingston Rd.
Highland Creek
Scarborough

416.284.1567

*open for curbside pick
up & delivery

LAVENDER ROSE
FLOWERS INC.
YOUR LOCAL SCARBOROUGH FLORIST

June 2021
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MP Gary Anandasangaree
2021 Federal Budget
On Monday April 19, our government tabled the 2021 Federal Budget.
This Budget is about finishing the fight against COVID-19,
healing the wounds left by the pandemic, and creating
more jobs and prosperity for Canadians in the days and
decades to come.
Budget 2021 puts people first, ensuring strong economic
growth and building a future which is more equitable,
greener, and more prosperous for Canadians from coast to
coast to coast.
Photo Caption: MP Gary Anandasangaree joins Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau virtually from Scarborough to celebrate the GovernBelow you will find the many ways Budget 2021 serves
ment of Canada's $2.26 Billion investment in the
your needs, in terms of healthcare, job creation, public
Scarborough Subway Extension!
transportation and the environment.
For a full list of Budget 2021 investments, please visit:
www.budget.gc.ca/2021

ing in world-leading technologies that make industry cleaner, helps Canada reach its goal of conserving 25 percent of
our lands and oceans by 2025, and creates good middle
class jobs in the green economy along the way.

Healthcare and the COVID-19 Pandemic
Contact Us

Vaccine rollout is well underway across Canada, with federal government support in every province and territory.
Budget 2021 will invest $2.2 billion over seven years towards growing a vibrant domestic life sciences sector, a $4
billion one-time top-up to the Canada Health Transfer, and
$3 billion over five years, starting in 2022-23 to help shape
national standards for long-term care.
Job Creation and Small Businesses Development
We said we will have Canadians’ backs – and so we are
extending business and income support measures through
to the fall. Budget 2021 makes a number of historic investments to create jobs and help businesses across the economy come roaring back.

Although our constituency office remains closed to mitigate
the impacts of COVID-19, my team is ready to support you
and your family with information about federal support programs and services.
If my team can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us at 416-283-1414 or
gary.anand@parl.gc.ca
Yours truly,
Gary Anandasangaree

The budget will:
• Support almost 500,000 new training and work opportunities, including 215,000 opportunities for youth
• Support businesses in our most affected sectors
such as tourism and arts and culture
• Accelerate investment in digital transformation of
small and medium-sized businesses
• Commit to creating 1 million jobs by the end of this
year
Scarborough Subway Extension
In line with restarting the economy, on Tuesday, May 11 ,
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced a federal investment of $2.26 billion for the construction and completion of
the Scarborough Subway Extension.
th

Extending eastbound from Kennedy Station, the Scarborough Subway Extension will add nearly eight additional
kilometers of rail into Scarborough, and the development of
three additional stops proposed at: Lawrence Avenue East,
Scarborough Centre, and Sheppard Avenue East.
The Scarborough Subway Extension is an important step
forward in our collective effort to achieve transit equity for
the over 630,000 residents who proudly call Scarborough
home.
A Greener and Cleaner Future

Budget 2021 is also a plan for a green recovery that fights
climate change, helps more than 200,000 Canadians make
their homes greener, builds a net-zero economy by invest-

Advertise LOCAL!

myhighlandcreek.org
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Jennifer McKelvie, City Councillor, Ward 25
Dear Neighbours,
Toronto Public Health continues to play a vital role in vaccine
distribution within our community. In May, Toronto hit an important milestone – over 2 million COVID-19 vaccines were
administered. Vaccination clinics continue to operate across
the City, including two in Scarborough – at Malvern Community Centre and Scarborough Town Centre. To book an appointment at the City of Toronto-operated clinics, please visit
www.ontario.ca/bookvaccine or call 1-833-943-3900.
The Scarborough Health Network (SHN) is also operating
mass vaccination and pop-up clinics in Scarborough. For the
latest information on these clinics, please visit
www.scarbvaccine.ca or call 1-888-385-1910.

dation and the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
(TRCA). The Meadoway will create a vibrant 16-kilometre
stretch of urban greenspace through the hydro corridor, connecting Rouge National Urban Park to the Don River ravine
system.
Our Ravine Strategy was listed as a prime example of the
type of work that could be funded by the new Natural Infrastructure Fund that was announced in the Federal Budget by
Minister McKenna. I would like to thank our MP, Gary Anandasangaree, for adding his voice to the call for funding and I

It makes me so hopeful that we are one step closer to being
together again. Please continue to do your part and get vaccinated…it's worth a shot!

Whoa! Slow Down
Vision Zero is a comprehensive five-year (2017-2021) action
plan focused on reducing traffic-related fatalities and serious
injuries on Toronto’s streets. Some of the safety elements include: lowering speed limits, installing electronic speed gauges, and automated speed enforcement in school zones. You
can learn more about Vision Zero by visiting:
www.toronto.ca/visionzero.
My office is distributing "WHOA! SLOW DOWN" lawn signs
as part of Vision Zero. If you are interested in receiving one,
please visit www.jennifermckelvie.ca/slow-down and we
will drop one off at your door.
Ravines
As Mayor Tory’s Ravine Champion, I have been advocating
for increased funding for enhanced litter and invasive species
removal, erosional control in key areas and the creation of
new trails. In Scarborough, this includes the completion of
The Meadoway, a collaboration with the Weston Family Foun-

look forward to next steps for the City of Toronto.

We're Here to Work for You
For local updates, please sign up for my weekly e-newsletter
at www.jennifermckelvie.ca. You can also follow me on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, via my handle
@McKelvieWard25. My office continues to serve our
residents. Please email me at
councillor_mckelvie@toronto.ca.
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Toronto District School Board & Catholic District School Board Updates
Trustee Anu Sriskandarajah

Trustee Garry Tanuan
Dear Friends and Family,
Bicycle Safety

When children are riding their bicycles, parents and caregivers
can take the following steps to
protect them:
Recently the Government of Ontario announced funding for the
2021-2022 school year, indicating
that all school boards will once
again provide in-person and remote learning options for the new
school year. At the TDSB, we will
soon be contacting families for
their selection for September. In
the meantime, we continue to
await word from the Ministry of
Education on plans for the remainder of the current school
year.

1. Supervise children 10 years of
age or younger when they are
using a bicycle or other wheeled
sports equipment. Even older
children may need ongoing supervision when riding near the
road.
2. Teach children how to do a
safety check every time they ride
a bicycle, scooter, skateboard,
use in-line skates or wear shoes
with wheels.

3. Always walk a bicycle, scooter
or skateboard across a street intersection, instead of riding
To support the continued safe op- across.
eration of schools in 2021-22, the
Ministry is allocating additional 4. Tell children that you are hapCOVID-19 funding once again to py when you see them riding
school boards, totalling $1.6 bil- safely.
lion across the province. This
funding will support areas such 5. Be a good role model - wear a
as personal protective equipment helmet and safety gear yourself.
and supplies, staffing to meet lo- Children mirror what adults do.
cal needs, and technology and
operating costs related to ventilation systems.
Temporary COVID-19 Funding
for 2021-22

June has always been my favorite
time of the year! It’s the kind of
month that has us breathing a
sigh of relief for surviving the long
Winter days and the fickle days of
Spring.
To our 2021 graduates, I commend you for your efforts and wish you well in the
next phase of your lives by going forth in the light of
Christ. To all the administrators, teachers, parents,
guardians, volunteers, pastors, and parish staff, a
heartfelt Thank You is simply not enough to express
our appreciation and gratitude for your enduring
strength, support, faith, and grace under fire!

2021 Catholic Education Week
Despite the global circumstance we still find ourselves in, we have much to be grateful for. This
year’s theme, “Nurturing Hope” could not have been
more suitable for our times. As we continue to work
together to address the challenges of the pandemic,
our Catholic school communities nurtured hope
through prayers, learning activities and acts of Christian service.
Celebrations have also included recognition of the
fifth anniversary of the Holy Father’s encyclical on the
environment, entitled “On Caring for our Common
Home.” A special resource booklet containing Catholic school board environmental practices has been
developed with the input of every CDSB in Ontario.
See here for more details: https://www.ocsta.on.ca/
resources/together-in-faith-home-school-parishbooklet/

TCDSB Awards Night 2021
Recognizing the accomplishments of our alumni, students, staff and friends of Catholic education as we
celebrate Catholic Education Week. https://
www.tcdsb.org/board/nurturingourcatholiccommunity/
catholiceducationweek/awards-night/pages/default.aspx

Questions? Contact: Trustee Garry Tanuan 416.5123408 or 416.222-8282 ext. 2659 (Constituency Officer: Ida
Serpe).

myhighlandcreek.org
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Letters of Support for Appropriate Development
in the Highland Creek Neighbourhood
MP Gary Anandasangaree and MPP Vijay Thanigasalam
have written letters in support of the Highland Creek Community residents’ request for appropriate and responsible
development in the Highland Creek neighbourhood, specifically development that is consistent with the Highland Creek
Village Secondary Plan and City Zoning By-Laws.

THANK YOU for recognizing the unique character of
the Highland Creek Community. THANK YOU for supporting
the voice of our community.
- Highland Creek Community Association

Councillor Jennifer McKelvie
City Councillor - Ward 25
4630 Kingston Road, Unit 20
Scarborough, ON M1E 4Z4
June 24, 2021
Re: Proposed development at 1625 Military Trail
Dear Councillor Jennifer McKelvie,
I am writing to you today regarding the concerns that I have heard from our constituents about the planned development at
1625 Military Trail. I had the opportunity to engage with the Highland Creek Community Association as well as many residents in the area and echo their concerns. I am writing to you today in support of the Highland Creek Community residents’ request to the City of Toronto to support appropriate development in the Highland Creek neighbourhood that is consistent with the Highland Creek Village Secondary Plan and City Zoning By-Laws.
Every community has unique needs, and it is critical that we recognize and respond to those through the planning and the
construction of these projects. I understand and recognize the unique character of the Highland Creek Community. It is
truly an honour to serve the people of the Highland Creek Community and preserve its rich heritage. I will continue to engage with the Highland Creek Community Association and meet with their executive members on this issue regularly.
I recognize that local development is within the purview of the municipal government and respect the process undertaken
by the City of Toronto to review these applications. I look forward to a continuous dialogue about the issues in our riding
and supporting our residents of the Highland Creek Community. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to
contact me.
Sincerely,

Vijay Thanigasalam
Member of Provincial Parliament
Scarborough - Rouge Park
CC:
Mayor John Tory, Mayor of the City of Toronto
Highland Creek Community Association
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Gary Anandasangaree
Member of Parliament
Scarborough—Rouge Park
Councillor Jennifer McKelvie
City Councillor – Ward 25
4630 Kingston Road, Unit 20
Scarborough, ON M1E 4Z4
June 23, 2021
Re: Proposed development at 1625 Military Trail
Dear Councillor Jennifer McKelvie,
Please find attached a copy of a letter I received from the Highland Creek Community Association. I have also
met with members of the Highland Creek Community Association on numerous occasions and have been following the proposed development situated at 1625 Military Trail.
I recognize that local development is strictly within the purview of the municipal government, and in this case, the
City of Toronto. I do not generally comment on municipal or provincial matters, and respect the process undertaken by the City of Toronto on review of these applications.
The feedback I have received from the community is that development at the proposed site should be consistent
with current Zoning by-laws, and the existing Highland Creek Secondary Plan. This is important in order to ensure that the historical character of the Highland Creek community is preserved. I support developments that are
consistent with existing by-laws and the Highland Creek Secondary Plan. Highland Creek is at the heart of our
shared riding of Scarborough-Rouge Park, and I feel fortunate, as I am sure you are as well, to serve the needs
of this area.
I want to thank the Highland Creek Community Association and its members for the continued advocacy and
look forward to working together on issues of mutual interest.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.
Yours very truly,

Gary Anandasangaree
Member of Parliament
Scarborough-Rouge Park
CC:
Highland Creek Community Association

Mayor John Tory, Mayor of the City of Toronto
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MPP Vijay Thanigasalam
Dear Highland Creek Residents,
I hope everyone has been keeping safe. Summer is here and I am happy
to say that Ontario has administered COVID-19 vaccines at a record
pace.
Please note that the below information may have changed since publication. Please feel free to reach me by email at
vijay.thanigasalam@pc.ola.org or by phone at 416-283-8448 for the
most up-to-date information.
Two-Dose Summer
Over 65% of Ontario adults aged 18 and over have received a first dose
of a COVID-19 vaccine ahead of schedule. With two-thirds of the adult
population having received at least one dose, providing a strong level of
protection against COVID-19, Ontario is now beginning to accelerate
second doses for Ontarians.
With sufficient supply it is anticipated that the majority of Ontario residents who choose to receive the vaccine will be able to be fully vaccinated by the end of summer, providing more protection to Ontarians
and sooner.
Second dose appointments will be available through a variety of channels including mass immunization clinics, participating pharmacies and
primary care settings, hospital clinics, and mobile and pop-up clinics.
Ontarians who have had their first dose and are eligible for an accelerated second dose may return to the same site or channel where they received their first dose, or may choose to book an appointment at a different site or channel.
Based on current trends in key health indicators, the province expects to
enter Step One of the Roadmap the week of June 14, 2021. The province will confirm timelines closer to the expected start of Step One.
Individuals who require assistance with booking may call the Provincial
Vaccine Information Line at 1-888-999-6488.
Information:
http://Ontario.ca/bookvaccine

1-888-999-6488
June is Seniors Month in Ontario
This year’s theme is Stay Safe, Active and Connected. It’s a time when
we recognize our amazing older adults and the contributions they‘ve
made in communities across Ontario. We’re focusing on programs and
services that enable seniors to remain safe, healthy, engaged and live
life to the fullest during the COVID-19 outbreak and beyond.

MPP Vijay Thanigasalam’s Speech
at the Legislative Assembly of Ontario
RE: HCCA’s Generous Donation
March 30, 2021
“During the pandemic, we have seen Ontario come
together as a community and as a family. We have relied on each other, our neighbours, our friends, and
our families as sources of comfort, hope and support
during these times. We have seen the best in us, and I
would like to highlight to this House another example
of the Ontario Spirit in my riding of Scarborough –
Rouge Park.
“I want to send a huge shout-out to Bill Yarn and David Adamson from the Highland Creek Community Association for being true leaders in our community.
Highland Creek Community Association and Ital Pasta
have made generous donations of over 100,000
pounds of food to the Daily Bread Food Bank.

“This is an incredible example of the Ontario Spirit that
we hope to see. Thank you, Bill, David and the entire
Highland Creek Community Association for all that you
are doing for our community during these exceptional
times. You two truly embody the Ontario Spirit, and I
am proud to represent a riding like Scarborough –
Rouge Park, that has residents who are ready and
willing to lead by example.”

Our government continues to support Ontario’s seniors by ensuring they
have access to the quality dental care and affordable prescription medications.
We are updating eligibility thresholds for both the Ontario Seniors Dental Care Plan and the Seniors Co-payment Program for single Ontarians
aged 65 and over, from $19,300 to $22,200, and for couples with a
combined annual income, from $32,300 to $37,100.
Eligible seniors are encouraged to apply for the Seniors Co-payment
Program as soon as possible to minimize the possibility of out-of-pocket
costs. Eligible seniors are encouraged to apply for the Ontario Seniors
Dental Care Plan starting July 1st.
By ensuring seniors can continue to afford prescription medications and
access effective dental care, we are helping to improve seniors’ quality
of life and reduce unnecessary trips to the hospital.
For more information: https://www.ontario.ca/page/dental-care-lowincome-seniors
Above: MPP Vijay Thanigasalam addressing the Legislative
Assembly of Ontario.

My office and I are always here to help. If you have any questions or
concerns, please reach out to my email at
vijay.thanigasalam@pc.ola.org or call 416-283-8448.
Vijay Thanigasalam,
MPP Scarborough-Rouge Park

June 2021

Below: A bulk food donation made to the Daily Bread Food
Bank on behalf of the HCCA. From left to right: Bill Yarn (HCCA
VP), MPP Thanigasalam, Mike Marchese (Italpasta), Andrew
Manson (Daily Bread Food Bank)

Summer
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43rd Division Report

Community Police Liaison Report
Joy Loewen, joyloewen.cplc@gmail.com
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to keep major crimes
down in all areas except for motor vehicle theft and theft
from a motor vehicle. Any vehicle break-ins should be reported online at torontopolice.on.ca/core or through the
non-emergency number 416-808-2222. Please do not
leave valuables visible and don’t leave your vehicle unlocked or idling unattended without using precautions. Recently, there have also been several homes broken into
and vehicles stolen in the neighbourhood.
To get the latest data on all major crimes, visit
data.torontopolice.on.ca and click on Data Analytics and
Major Crime Indicators. There is a lot of great information
on the site that is available to all.
As always, you can reach out to me at the email above
with any issues or concerns.

myhighlandcreek.org
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Photographer Wanted!

POETRY & ART CORNER

The Villager is looking for a photographer
to join our News team!
This is a volunteer position,

The Villager Welcomes Your Poetry
Submissions, Short Stories and Letters to the Editor.

requiring no experience whatsoever. You may express your
interest by e-mail at highlandcreekvillager@gmail.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS!

By Vienna Bombardieri

June 2021
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Framing Dames WATERFRONT EAST PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST
1st PLACE WINNER: Beaver Lagoon, Bluffer’s Park
Kevin Proulx

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD WINNER:
Bobi Paz

I've been fortunate to be able to watch Bluffer's Park develop
from its earliest stages to present day. It is a special place for
me. This image was captured at 7:15 AM as the sun rose, the
day before my 52nd birthday.

Are you like me?

“A silent morning on the beach with the sun starting to peak
above the horizon. A new day bursting with hope and energy”

By Diana Burandt

After suffering through another long interminable winter, sometime around March, I start checking every patch of snow thaw for any signs of life, Anything Green!
The first sighting is usually on
the south side of the house, a
couple of snowdrops pushing up
through the ice. Oh the thrill!!
Pictures are taken and bragged
about online!

COVID-19
Oh Covid, Covid, that's all we hear,
when will it ever end?
Perseverance rover landed on Mars
making giant steps, looking for
traces of life,
We on this earth are asked to take
small steps to preserve and save life,
Yet it drags on and on
with heartfelt yearnings for an end.
Rulings and news widespread often
seem confusing, vague and changing,
Parachutes slow one's descent
but till we touch ground we
do not discard them,
So with hope, wash your hands,
don a mask and self distance
with grit and vim,
Counts and numbers are lower but
with variants lurking,
one needs to be striving.
Contact friends and boost them, be they
young or old, on facetime, zoom or twitter,
Forget not those that are seniors may
prefer the old-fashioned phone,
Conversing with them get in your steps,
be it to and from the
kitchen to the front door,
Rather than climb the walls, pace the floor,
all is not lost,
use your fitbit as your step counter.
Though forlorn and down with feelings of
doom and gloom, remember, like the seasons with spring comes the bloom,
Vaccinations are increasing, aah, what a relief, stay positive, test negative, stay safe, it
can be done, play your part.
By Phil Martin

Soon thereafter the
forsythia and daffodils start bursting forth
with their golden splendor, and hope
abounds!
Cut branches bring sunshine indoors.

Around this time, a couple of
spring treasures come to my
attention, such as 'Ramps' AKA
wild leeks and some yummy
Morels which sprang up in my
backyard.
After these tasty offerings from
the gods, thoughts of beautiful
annuals start to drift through my head, but the stores don't even
have any available yet... besides we all know, NO planting before May 24!(And this year we
even had a damaging frost and snow fall after that date!!)
By now, all the plants that came in for the winter are literally
BEGGING to go back out, but even though the days are getting
brighter and the sun carries some warmth, the cold nights still
harbour death for many plants like my hibiscus and benjis.
Finally, some more first blooms come inside to admire up close
in a vase, like lilacs and azaleas with bridal wreath spirea.
Gradually, I'm starting to pull the first weeds
and plan the first plantings. Small things to
do each day here and there...
When suddenly, seemingly from one day to
the next, everything is overgrown and
I just can't keep up!!
Welcome to summer!!
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SIGN THE PETITION TO STOP BRT PLANS
FOR HIGHLAND CREEK. USE YOUR VOICE

COMMENTS FROM
PETITION

There is adequate room already for the many buses that travel on
Ellesmere. The proposal would be a major obstruction leading to serious auto traffic congestion and chaos.
I strongly oppose Metrolinx BRT Plan. Please do not destroy Ellesmere Road. Please do not make Ellesmere Road ugly. It [would] also
impact my daily life. Thanks.
We are very concerned by the level of traffic this will create! Metrolinx should dedicate a line on the 401 to Morningside to access U of
T and Centennial. NOT RESIDENTIAL STREETS.

What lunacy will they try next - if anything - build an LRT like most
good cities in the world!!

We are very concerned by the level of traffic this will create!
Strongly oppose. The added restrictions to residents living in the ar- Metrolinx should dedicate a line on the 401 to Morningside to access
ea would not be acceptable. The lane restrictions alone would cause U of T and Centennial. NOT RESIDENTIAL STREETS.
long delays in commuting.
What lunacy will they try next - if anything - build an LRT like most
This Plan must be STOPPED. Massive costs with no benefit.
good cities in the world!!
There are many more sensible routes that Durham can use to get to
U of T. Example: Sheppard to Morningside, Kingston Road to Morningside. Even diamond lanes would be better.

Strongly oppose. The added restrictions to residents living in the area would not be acceptable. The lane restrictions alone would cause
long delays in commuting.

There is adequate room already for the many buses that travel on
This Plan must be STOPPED. Massive costs with no benefit.
Ellesmere. The proposal would be a major obstruction leading to serious auto traffic congestion and chaos.
There are many more sensible routes that Durham can use to get to
UofT. Example: Sheppard to Morningside, Kingston Road to MornI strongly oppose Metrolinx BRT Plan. Please do not destroy Ellesingside. Even diamond lanes would be better.
mere Road. Please do not make Ellesmere Road ugly. It [would] also
impact my daily life. Thanks.

June 2021
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