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1800+ have signed to Stop The Metrolinx Bus Rapid Transit in Highland Creek 

To Sign the Petition go to  Change.org/HighlandCreek-BRT  

 

Highland Creek moving slowly towards Lake Ontario.                                                                                                             

Photography:  Bobi Paz 

Beautiful Autumn in Highland Creek       

On September 24,  2021, Metrolinx              
confirmed they would like a Walk and Talk 
with the residents of Highland Creek to take 
place on Tuesday, September 28 at 4:30pm, 
with three stops:  the SWA Architect parking 
lot at Ellesmere and Kingston Roads, the 
Highland Creek Library’s patio, and the High-
land Creek Park.   
 
Metrolinx was represented by Senior Vice 
President, Mr. Mathieu Goetzke, along with 
planners and technicians. He said they were 
there to gather information, to listen to the 
community and answer our concerns. 
 
This gave us very little notice, but the High-
land Creek Community Association got the 
word out, and we probably had over 200 
residents come out to talk to Metrolinx. 
 
Story Con’t on Page 10 

Walk and Talk with Metrolinx                                                                         
R E :  D u r h a m - S c a r b o r o u g h  B u s  R a p i d  Tr a n s i t  P l a n s  f o r  E l l e s m e r e   

Tuesday, September 28th, Highland Creek Residents Came Out In  Numbers Voicing Concerns with Metrolinx Senior Staff 

about DSBRT proposed plans for Ellesmere Road.  

Story By Marja Phillips  

Highland Creek  

Community Association  

Wishes All a Bounty of       

Blessings  

For Your Table 

Highland Creek Residents Oppose Metrolinx’s DSBRT proposed plans for Ellesmere Rd. 

http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager
change.org/HighlandCreek-BRT
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Editor’s Note 

Thank You for Your Contribution to Local News  
 
Thank you Highland Creek community for your invaluable submissions. 
Your stories, poetry, events, community reports and news are of contin-
ued interest to our readers. Special Thank you to our contributors Vien-
na Bombardieri, David Adamson, Doug & Marja Phillips, MPP Vijay Thani-
gasalam, Councillor Jennifer McKelvie, TCDSB Trustee Garry Tanuan, and 
TDSB Trustee Anu Sriskandarajah, Anna Tsirakidis, Lora Tomasino,       
Bobi Paz, Elma Todkill, Debbie Maunder, Rogers Williams and Dolf 
Dejong,  
              

Dear readers, 
 
The Villager has returned following 
a summer hiatus to inform you on 
the happenings in Highland Creek.    
Issues that may interest you in-
clude an update on the DSBRT cam-
paign, as well as a City proposal to 
legalize rooming houses.  
 
Inside you will also find heartwarm-
ing stories of a local Olympian re-
turning with two medals from To-
kyo, as well as 250,000+ lbs of food 
donated by the Highland Creek 
Community Association over the 
past year.  

 
 
Halloween is somehow already not 
too far away. I’d like to wish all chil-
dren and parents a safe trick-or-
treating experience. Masks will still 
be worn, albeit more festive or 
spooky ones.   
 
As you read through this paper, 
please keep in mind that this issue 
as well as past issues as far as 2019 
may be accessed online at https://
www.myhighlandcreek.org/the-
villager.html.  
 
              

 
 
Any questions, comments, or con-
cerns may be addressed to high-
landcreekvillager@gmail.com.  
Thank you for your readership! 
 
Annoj Thavalingam,  
Editor, The Villager  

October 2021 

The Villager XLVI No. I                                                                                                                                            Autumn Edition  

Next Editions                           Deadline for Submission                                                                                                                             

Festival of Lights                             November 1st                                              

Winter 2022                                     January 20th  

Highland Creek Community  

Association Board of Directors                                                  
(HCCA) 

 

President: David Adamson 

Vice President: Bill Yarn   

Treasurer: Elma Todkill  

Secretary: David Atlas  

Josh Allen  

Blair Anderson  
Brian Blakeley 
Chris Goethel  

Neil Jaikaran  

Eric Lin  

Joy Loewen 

Anna Tsirakidis 

 

Metrolinx BRT Updates:  

Marja & Doug Phillips  

   

The Villager News Team 

Editor: Annoj Thavalingam 

Advertising: Elma Todkill 

Design: Lora Tomasino 

E-news: Michelle Declute 

Photographer: Bobi Paz 

Student reporter: Innez Galle 

 

Connect:  
www.myhighlandcreek.org  
myhighlandcreekcommunty@gmail.com  
Instagram: highlandcreekvillager      
 
HCCA Address:   
Highland Creek Community Association 
(HCCA)  
265 Port Union Road  
Box 97501  
Highland Creek  M1C 2L0  
 

The Villager is published 5 times per 

year by the Highland Creek Communi-

ty Association volunteers.  

Our newspaper is available free of 

charge. 5,200  copies are distributed 

to Highland Creek households and      

businesses.  

Submissions: 

Email the Editor of The Villager,           

Annoj Thavalingam  

highlandcreekvillager@gmail.com  

Advertise with us: 

Contact Elma Todkill at 416.284.2013 

or                                                                    

highlandcreekvillager@gmail.com                          

Purchase by  edition or yearly,                                     

5 editions. Payment may be made in 

cash, cheque or email transfer.  

*We accept advertisement in PDF, 

PNG, GIF, TIF, EPS, JPG formats  with 

around 200 dpi resolution.    

 

www.myhighlandcreek.org/the-

villager.html 

 

Please Note:  Although every effort is made to 

review the content of each and every article 

prior to publication, The Board of Directors want 

it be known that comments published are that 

of the authors and do not necessarily represent 

that of the Highland Creek                            

Community   Association.  

*No content or photograph may be used without 
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https://www.myhighlandcreek.org/the-villager.html
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 Instagram.com/HighlandCreekVillager 

In my last report, I had mentioned that I 
hoped that we would not enter into a 4th 
wave of the pandemic. Unfortunately this 
has not been the case and recently there 
has been an increase in COVID – 19 cases 
compounded by the Delta variant. This is 
alarming especially since we had seen a 
significant drop in cases. Apparently, the 
increase is contributed to those who have 
not been vaccinated and subsequently re-
quire admission to hospital. Our health 
care providers certainly deserve our appre-
ciation and thanks for their dedication and 
commitment.  

It is encouraging to see that local business-
es are opened, including restaurants with 
patios maintaining safe practices. They cer-
tainly deserve our patronage. Personally it 
was a relief to finally get a haircut and en-
joy a brew along with some good food  in a 
patio setting.        

Highland Creek Community Association 
(HCCA)                                                                 
                                                                              
The HCCA Board of Directors continues to 
be active in representing our residents in 
dealing with issues of concern and have 
maintained contact with our elected repre-
sentatives along with others in addressing 

them.  Separate reports in this newsletter 
provide details in this regard. In addition, 
the By-laws of the HCCA are under review 
and will be presented at our next Annual 
General Meeting scheduled for April 
2022.                                            

Autumn is here, students  back to school, 
i.e. University, College, High School and 
Elementary.  Certainly there are now more 
vehicles on the road and I notice that 
speeding by a few continues to be a prob-
lem. Children, particularly around elemen-
tary schools, should be encouraged to be 
vigilant and as they say, look both ways 
before crossing a street. 

Thanks to all HCCA Board, Committee 
members, and volunteers for their support, 
hard work, commitment and the many 
hours put in dealing with issues in the best 
interest of our residents.  It has been a 
challenging time for all of us especially dur-
ing the pandemic. We look forward to the 
time when we can again meet with our                                                                                      
residents to hold face-to-face community 
town hall  meetings.            

In closing, for those who have not yet had 
a vaccine shot, please consider doing so.  In 
the meantime, I trust all will enjoy good 

health along with good weather. All the 
best and God bless.  

Should you wish to contact me on any 
items in this report I can be reached at 
email: dw.adamson@rogers.com or                                 
telephone (416) 281-7758. 

 

David Adamson,                                                              
President,  
Highland Creek Community Association   

                                                         

 

Ward 25 Scarborough-Rouge Park  

Elected Officials 

 

MP Gary Anandasangaree MP  
416-283-1414 

 

MPP Vijay Thanigasalam MPP  
416-283-8448 

 

Councillor Jennifer McKelvie  
 416-338-3771 

HCCA President’s Report 

*For up-to-date information on current issues, please add your                                               

email to our mailing list by vising our website, or walk over to the                                                                             

Reader Board in the Highland Creek Village.   

The Voice of the Highland Creek Community Since 1976                                                        www.myhighlandcreek.org 

instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager
mailto:dw.adamson@rogers.com
http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
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As the number of people experiencing food insecurity continues 
to rise, the HCCA remains steadfast in our commitment to help-
ing put food on the tables for those who need help.       
 
Earlier in 2021, HCCA committed to arranging 400,000 lbs food 
donations to Daily Bread Food Bank before we see the end of 
this year. We are halfway to meeting our goal, with 267,500 de-
livered to date! The 41,000 lbs delivered during September has 
since been distributed throughout communities in need.  
 
This could not have been possible without help from Italpasta 
and C.W. Henderson Cartage.   

 
 
Special Thanks to Mike Marchese, Italpasta for your continued 
generosity, and Scarborough–Rouge Park MPP Vijay 
Thanigasalam for covering the costs of shipping 41,000 lbs from 
Ital Pasta to the Daily Bread Food Terminal located in New        
Toronto. Thank you also to VP HCCA, Billy Yarn for your dedica-
tion to supporting those amongst us experiencing food insecuri-
ty.    
 
Highland Creek Community Association Really Cares!    
  

The Villager XLVI No. I  Autumn Edition 

HCCA: “Steadfast in Our Commitment To Helping                                    
Those Experiencing Food Insecurity” 

 

400,000lbs 

HCCA GOAL:  

400,000lbs 

FOOD DONATIONS  

in 2021 

267,500 lbs  

Food Donated to Date  

TWO THUMBS UP for Mike Marchese, Vijay Thanigasalam MP, Billy Yarn at the Daily Bread 

Food Bank Terminal delivery in September 2021 (L-R). 

Vijay Thanigasalam, MPP 

Giving Special Thanks to:   

October 2021 

Photo credit: Office of MPP Thanigasalam  
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By Elma Todkill  
 
Have you noticed the new gym in 
the Highland Creek Plaza?  Peeked in 
the window on the way by? 
Wondered about dropping in to find 
out what it is about? Here is the 
scoop. 
 
This new business (just open for 9 
weeks) is a personal training fitness 
gym co-owned by Kristi Harrison and 
Matthew McKeown, who are both 
trained and experienced fitness in-
structors. 
 
Kristi and Matt (along with two oth-
er trainers, Eric and Jaime) offer one
-on-one personal training and 
coaching programs based on the 
individual fitness and wellness needs of each 
client. They will plan programs to remedy 
any specific health conditions and help with 
reaching your goal.  They offer a holistic ap-
proach which may be geared to helping with 
such things as sleep, nutrition or 
stress.  Fees are based on the duration and 
frequency of a session which might be 
30/40/60 minutes.  There are no contracts 
or commitments. 
 
Kristi and Matt have worked together in 3 
gyms before opening Highland Fitness and 

Wellness.  Matt is a university student with 
10 years of experience in fitness, and is a 
competitive athlete in martial arts. Kristi is a 
former educator, has 5 years’ experience as 
a personal trainer and has a number of ath-
letic interests such as trail walking, swim-
ming, paddling, and body movement forms 
such as yoga and Animal Flow.  By the way, 
they both have personal trainers. 
 
Their message to our community is “Let me  
help you with an individual approach to your  

 
 
 
 

fitness training and wellness for your life 
stage and transitions.  Together we focus on 
you.” 
                                                                   
HOURS:  6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. by appoint-
ment 
They hope to offer small group fitness clas-
ses evenings and weekends in the future. 
Currently, they are looking for another train-
er to join the team. 
 
  As part of their holistic wellness approach, 

they have a certified Osteopath, Jason Bul-
len, who works on-site with them three 
days a week and can be reached at 416 527 
1940. 

 
   Check Out Highland Fitness and Wellness 

    Visit  www.highlandfit.com 

       Instagram: @highlandfitto 

      Facebook: Highland Fitness & Wellness 

       Phone: Kristi 647 929 0519  
                     Matt 416 906 4695 
 
 

       Drop by for a chat! 
 

New Business In Highland Creek 

Co Owners of Highland Creek Fitness and Wellness                              

L-R Matthew McKeown and Kristi Harrison  

HIGHLAND FITNESS AND WELLNESS 
352 Old Kingston Road 

Instagram.com/HighlandCreekVillager 

The Voice of the Highland Creek Community Since 1976                                                                                www.myhighlandcreek.org 

http://www.highlandfit.com/
instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager
http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
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By Phil Martin 

 

For two crammed weeks that passed so 
fleetingly, Canada, and most of the world 
were burning with "Olympic Fever." Many 
broke their sleep patterns to rise in the 
wee hours of the morning to watch our 
Olympic heroes perform. 

 

Then, on a bright and sunny Friday, August 
5th, an otherwise quiet street in Scar-
borough went abuzz with flourished activi-
ty as neighbours, relatives and friends 
emerged on their front lawns and side-
walks to welcome back resident Kayla 
Sanchez and revel with her for the silver 
and bronze medals she won at the Tokyo 
2021 Olympics. 

 

The  street party was reported on the CTV 
evening news.  In attendance was Gary 
Anandasangaree, MP for Scarborough-
Rouge Park. Before the day was done  Ms. 
Arlene Martin, Principal at St Brendan 
Catholic Elementary School, Kayla’s for-
mer elementary school, acknowledged the 
alumnus and family with a school Bruin 
Pride award”. 

 

Kayla is truly a role model, an idol and an 
inspiration to aspiring young ath-
letes.  When asked what she would say to 
the younger, aspiring swimmers, she said 
"Remember to always stay relaxed, have 
fun, enjoy what you are doing and above 
all, stay with it.” Kayla willingly signed au-
tographs, posed for pictures and selfies. 
She allowed some children to touch her 
Olympic medals and some lucky ones even 
got to wear one - Talk about being a moti-
vator! 

 

 

 

 

Kayla led Canada to its first medal at the 
Tokyo 2021 Olympics, a silver in the wom-
en's 4x100 metre freestyle relay where 
she was the lead-off swimmer.       

       

Kayla also played a vital role, subbing for 
Penny Oleksiak as the anchor, to get Cana-
da through by winning the semi-final race 
in the 4x100 metre Medley Relay. Alt-
hough Kayla did not swim in the final, she 
earned her medal when the team went on 
to finish third for a bronze medal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kayla was born in Singapore and 
immigrated to Canada with her 
family at the age of one.                                            
She joined a community learn-to-    
swim program a few years later.  

  

In addition to the Tokyo 2021 Olympics, 
Kayla has also represented Canada at the 
2017 World Junior Championships, the 
2018 Pan Pacific Championships and 
the  2019 World Championships. 

 

Kayla and the Canadian Swim team hope 
to continue their recent success when 
they travel to Naples, Italy for the Interna-
tional Swimming League (ISL) Season 3, 
August 26 to September 30, 2021.  

 

 

          Team Canada swimmer Kayla Sanchez (centre) displays her Olympic medals alongside (L-R) mother,          
Susana, sister Klara and father, Noel during a street party celebrating her Olympic success.  

Photo Credit: Alison Martin 

Olympian Kayla Sanchez Brings Home Silver & Bronze 

To Kayla and the entire          
Canadian swim contin-

gent, we say  
"Best of Luck;   

Keep the flag flying.” 
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Should the City Legalize Rooming Houses Across the City? 

Affordable housing is a crisis in our city. On the one hand we have 

folks who struggle to find a home within their means, exacerbated 

by a shortage in subsidized housing. On the other hand, those who 

secure a room or basement for rent, may have to adjust to living in 

deplorable or unsafe conditions. Some of these places are rooming 

houses, or multi-tenant dwellings: homes that have carved out 

multiple rooms for several individuals or families to co-exist in the 

same space that a single family normally would. Although there is 

great demand for such homes, especially among students and new-

comers, they are also currently illegal and not well enforced in Scar-

borough.  

In Highland Creek, the UTSC is a driver for the proliferation of 

rooming houses. Many residents in the area can point to at least 

one within eyeshot of their home. While some are well-maintained 

with an identifiable homeowner, others are a veritable dump, with 

an unchecked number of occupants and poor waste and property 

management.  

The City is well aware of the lack of regulation concerning rooming 

houses, and are seeking to resolve the issue by legalizing rooming 

houses across Toronto and hiring more bylaw officers to follow-up 

on complaints made by other homeowners. On this point, a motion 

was brought to Toronto City Council on July 15, 2021, to consider 

this proposal, but the vote was deferred thanks to several suburb-

representing councillors, who argued strongly against sweeping le-

galization of rooming houses.  

Widespread legalization of rooming houses is well-meaning: it gen-

erates revenue for the City, promotes an influx of residents and has 

the potential to standardize how 
   Story continues on pg. 12 

By Annoj Thavalingam  

Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager
http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
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Hello Highland Creek Community, 
 
Thank you to all of you for following health 
and safety guidelines and keeping each other 
safe during the pandemic. The Highland 
Creek community has been resilient through-
out these difficult times. I am happy to see 
many of you helping each other out and be-
ing there for your neighbours. The Ontario 
government is focused on protecting the 
health and safety of residents and working 
toward re-opening the economy. I wanted to 
highlight some initiatives that our govern-
ment is undertaking that might not have 
made it to your news screens.  
 
Update: Durham-Scarborough Bus Rapid 
Transit project 
 
In my role as MPP, I am engaging with Me-
trolinx on behalf of the Highland Creek com-
munity. As a result, Metrolinx will be shifting 
their plans in order to take the necessary 
time to address directly with the community 
proposed alternative options to the curbed 
median design along Ellesmere rd. In High-
land Creek, the design has been refined to 
balance community concerns. Ellesmere 
Road from Military Trail to Kingston Road is 
now proposed to be 4-lanes wide, instead of 
the initial recommended widening to 6-lanes. 
 
For a long time, Highland Creek was one of 
the largest residential and business centres in 
Scarborough. I have interacted with countless 
members of the Highland Creek community 
and have never met such a tight-knit and ac-
tive community. Over the past 3 years I have 

had the privilege to learn about the history of 
this beautiful community and come to under-
stand its rich heritage. I share the concerns 
from residents and the Highland Creek Com-
munity Association regarding the Durham-
Scarborough Bus Rapid Transit project. I will 
continue to advocate for my residents with 
Metrolinx and the City of Toronto on this im-
portant matter.  I am committed to continue 
engaging with the Highland Creek Communi-
ty Association to make sure their concerns 
are addressed. I encourage constituents to 
contact Metrolinx’s Community Engagement 
team at dsbrt@metrolinx.com with any ques-
tions and/or feedback about the project. 
 
Highland Creek Trail Receives Funding  
 
The Ontario government is providing over 1.2 
million dollars to build 6.5km of new and im-
proved trails as part of a joint funding with 
the federal government for a total of 6.2 Mil-
lion dollars. I am proud to share that High-
land Creek Trail will be one of the ravines 
that will be part of this strategy. Toronto’s 
astounding network of ravines is among the 
largest in the world. It is the heart and soul of 
a remarkable natural environment system 
that spills out of the river valleys into the 
city’s parks, neighbourhoods and urban land-
scape. Together with the help of federal and 
municipal partners, we are protecting our 
Ravines. 
 
Toronto Zoo receives $2.4M to improve ser-
vices 
I am proud to say that the largest zoo in Can-
ada is located right here in my riding of Scar-

borough - Rouge Park. To continue to keep 
our zoo accessible and safe for all visitors, the 
Ontario government is investing in the Toron-
to Zoo by improving its pathways, board-
walks, and public washrooms.  
 
The Ontario government is investing $2.4 
Million along with the Federal government 
for a total of $7.3 Million in funding for these 
improvements.  
 
Toronto Zoo Wildlife Conservancy receives 
$15,662.40 
 
The Ontario government is investing 
$15,662.40 to the Toronto Zoo Wildlife Con-
servancy in Scarborough-Rouge Park to help 
host shoreline cleanups that integrate Indige-
nous community members and teachings in 
four culturally significant locations. This fund-
ing allows local organizations and groups to 
take environmental actions in their own com-
munities, building a better future with clean, 
green growth.  

These are only some of the highlights hap-
pening in Scarborough-Rouge Park. If you 
would like to receive our e-newsletter for 
weekly updates please send us an email at 
vijay.thanigasalam@pc.ola.org.  
My office and I are always here to help. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please reach 
out to my office via email at                                   
vijay.thanigasalam@pc.ola.org  or                          
call 416-283-8448. 

 

The Villager XLVI No. I                                                                                                                                                                         

M.P.P Vijay Thanigasalam 

mailto:vijay.thanigasalam@pc.ola.org
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This has to be the most asinine, ill
-thought-out transit plan that I 
have ever seen! It would basically 
cover a route of some 2 km be-
tween Meadowvale Road, and 
Military Trail. I live in the area 
and walk this route daily and 
have done so year-round for over 
15 years. Over the four lanes 
therein the traffic flow is consist-
ently very light and I see the 
Pulse buses sparingly. The claim 
that this project will save transit 
time for bus riders is preposter-
ous. There is never any heavy 
traffic, the buses could not travel 
any quicker than they already do! 

  

For the supposed benefit of 
"students" who do not live in the 
area, the upheaval for residents 
who do is beyond rationalization. 

This is a make-work project and a 
complete waste of public money.  
 
If Metrolinx Durham wants to do  
Something, why not introduce 
painted bus lanes for use during 
"peak" times.  
 
If it's good enough for a long 
stretch of Kingston Road, which is 
FAR busier, then it is certainly 
good enough for Ellesmere Ave.         
   
                                              
Rogers Williams                                        

By Bobi Paz 
 

Two school years have passed with disruptions, 
confusion, and so much adjusting. As most of us 
cling to little glimpses of our pre-pandemic 
“normal”, are we setting ourselves up for more 
disappointment? Are we turning a blind eye or just 
being mentally/emotionally exhausted from lock-
downs, waves, and uncertainty? 
 
Preventative measures are in place, from masks, 
vaccines, new protocols, and added precautions. 
Back-to-school sales are in full effect as we shop 
with weariness in the back of our heads. Should we 
prep for a virtual classroom if another lockdown 
takes place? Or buy extra clothes and lunch sup-
plies for an in-person year with no interruptions? 
All while the struggle to balance working from 
home with virtual school just a few months ago is 
still fresh in our minds. 
 
It is hard to imagine what our new normal will con-
sist of. Maybe we will adopt a new acceptable so-
cial distance or wear masks in public when we are 
sick. As we continue to tread unknown territory, I 
wish a safe school year to our children, and a sane 
school year for fellow parents. 

“Introduce painted bus lanes for use during ‘peak’ times” 

The Voice of the Highland Creek Community Since 1976                                                         www.myhighlandcreek.org 

Letter to the Editor  
 
 RE: Durham-Scarborough Bus Rapid Transit 

proposal 

A Reflection on Schools Reopening 

Photo credit: Bobi Paz 

Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager
http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
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HAVE YOU SIGNED THE PETITION ?   MORE INFORMATION ?  https://www.myhighlandcreek.org/brt

Story by Marja Phillips  
CON’T from Page 1 

 
 
The President of the Highland Creek Asso-
ciation, Mr. David Adamson, thanked Me-
trolinx and the residents for coming out, 
and that the Association fully supports the 
community in their opposition to the 
DSBRT. 
 
Metrolinx’s DSBRT plans for Ellesmere 
have been “set in stone” now for several 
years, but this is the first time (to our 
knowledge) that Metrolinx officials have 
actually walked down Ellesmere Rd. Could 
they not see the beauty of our community, 
the many trees, well-kept gardens, the 
sidewalks where people can stroll, jog, and 
walk their dogs in safety.   
 
No left-hand turns and raised transit curbs 
are a very real concern to our residents, 
especially our elderly residents. One gen-
tleman spoke to Mr. Goetzke and the resi-
dents, and explained he has advanced 
Parkinson’s Disease, and relies heavily on 
emergency services being able to reach 
him very quickly. Does he not have enough 
stress in his life without having to worry 
about emergency vehicles breaching cen-
tre median concrete barriers to arrive at 
his home? MINUTES SAVE LIVES. There 
must NOT be any impediment to our am-
bulances and fire engines. 
 
Every house on Ellesmere will not be able 
to do a left turn out of their driveway. All 
the houses on Spall, Norvalley and Mirrow 
Courts, and the 10 side-roads leading to 
Ellesmere will not be able to turn left ei-
ther. Drivers will have to go to signalized 
intersections or find another route. Most 
of the community will face these re-
strictions – Metrolinx’s comment to that is 
“people will get used to it”. 
 
Our homes are our biggest asset, and Me-
trolinx’s plans will considerably devalue 
our property values. The PULSE buses are 
noisy, cause vibrations, and are diesel pol-
luters, every two minutes and in each di-
rection. Many residents have lived in High 
 

 
land Creek for 30, 40 and even 60 years,  
and clearly stated to Metrolinx they don’t 
want it ruined. 
 
At the Library patio many people voiced 
questions and concerns, but we did not get 
any definitive answers – Metrolinx seems 
fixated on transport from Durham Re-
gion. Even long before COVID-19, the em-
ployees of the SWA Architect building at 
the corner of Ellesmere and Kingston Road 
noted that the Pulse buses going along 
Ellesmere east and west had sometimes 
only 2-6 passengers, and often no passen-
gers at all!  This is also what our residents 
have been saying too. (On Tuesday a swing 
bus went by at 7:00pm – peak time – no 
one on the bus!)  Metrolinx certainly is not 
fixated on the health, well-being and con-
cerns of our businesses and residents.  
 
Is Metrolinx considering in their plans that 
more and more people are now studying 
and working from home? Many times, over 
the years, the HCCA has asked for clarifica-
tion on ridership numbers, and as recently 
as September 24, requested ridership 
numbers in increments of 5 years, to 2041, 
particularly as we have repeatedly received 
misleading numbers. We are still waiting 
for this information, and we are also still 
waiting for answers to the various studies 
Metrolinx promised. Mr. Goetzke said, 
“they would be happy to share additional 
transit data”! 
 
One Metrolinx representative noted they 
will be phasing in electric buses – but 
when? The current Pulse buses are obvi-
ously brand new, and we have been in-
formed they will run for the next 18 years! 
A diesel bus cannot be re-purposed to an 
electric bus. And where will the charging 
stations be located? 
 
Highland Creek is already a well-
established community, there is no more 
room for growth, so we would like to know 
what  Mr. Goetzke is actually talking about 
when he says this is a fast-growing area. 
North Durham may be, but we are not. 
Therefore, they should concentrate their 
transport requirements in Durham and 

leave us alone. 
 
The UofT Scarborough Campus is building 
more residences for students, and a five 
story-level, 1,400 parking garage, with 
plans for more parking under ground. Why 
then do we need Pulse buses every 2 
minutes each way? The University too is 
concerned with student’s safety and the 
future increase in number of Metrolinx 
buses. 
 
Our Member of Provincial Parliament Vijay 
Thanigasalam, Member of Parliament Gary 
Anandasangaree, and City of Toronto 
Councillor Jennifer McKelvie joined the 
representatives of Metrolinx and residents 
on the Walk down Ellesmere, and met and 
spoke with several more residents along 
the way. 
 
At the Highland Creek Library, Vijay said 
there is “no provincial money in the budget 
for this project”. He stands with the resi-
dents of Highland Creek in their opposition 
to the DSBRT and said to Metrolinx to “find 
an alternate route”. 
 
Gary said during his re-election campaign 
he knocked on 115,000 doors and the 
number one issue was the DSBRT. Gary 
confirmed he stands with the community 
in their opposition, and also said there is 
no federal money for this project. He told 
Mr. Goetzke he will be sending 
him a letter confirming this. 
 
Jennifer also addressed the residents at 
the library, and said she is also in opposi-
tion to the centre median curb lanes, and 
the TTC will continue to use the current 
curb lanes. The city has other transit pro-
jects, and the DSBRT is not listed as a prior-
ity. Jennifer also said, “the mayor 
and I oppose” the DSBRT. 
 
Mr. Larry Goldberger and Mr. Abdullah Arif  
of The Aldgate Group joined us on the 
Walk. Mr. Goldberger represents the inter-
ests of the many businesses and residents 
along Ellesmere from Markham Road west-
ward, and everyone is very concerned 
about the impact Metrolinx’ plans will have 
on their community. Businesses could 

close because of the no
striction. The confusion of no left turns nor 
signalized U-turns for the many cars and 
transport trucks each day could cause seri-
ous accidents, if not worse.
Group has also spent a great deal of their 
own money campaigning against Metrol-
inx’ plans, with signs, thousands of post-
cards and advertisements in the Scar-
borough Mirror.  
 

Our community ran a tremendous                 
campaign in June against the DSBRT,             

and the turnout on Sept 28
much we care.
Metrolinx that we do not want the           

DSBRT in our community,                                
we do not want their devasting and               

destructive plans destroying our              
community –

there are alternative routes.
 
 
 
 

THE METROLINX PLANS DO NOT BRING 
ANY BENEFITS TO HIGHLAND CREEK, ONLY 

DEVASTATION, DESTRUCTION AND DE-
VALUATION.

 
WE DO NOT WANT THE DSBRT 

– WE DO NOT NEED IT, 
DO NOT DESTROY 

OUR COMMUNITY.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October  2021 

Despite Short Notice, Highland Creek Residents Came Out in Numbers 
To ‘Walk and Talk’ with Metrolinx Senior Staff 

https://www.myhighlandcreek.org/brt-developments.html
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close because of the no-left turn re-
striction. The confusion of no left turns nor 

turns for the many cars and 
transport trucks each day could cause seri-
ous accidents, if not worse. The Aldgate 
Group has also spent a great deal of their 
own money campaigning against Metrol-

plans, with signs, thousands of post-
cards and advertisements in the Scar-
borough Mirror.   

 
Our community ran a tremendous                 

campaign in June against the DSBRT,             
and the turnout on Sept 28th proved how 

much we care.  This clearly states to         
Metrolinx that we do not want the           

DSBRT in our community,                                
we do not want their devasting and               

destructive plans destroying our              
community – find another way –                                

there are alternative routes.   

THE METROLINX PLANS DO NOT BRING 
ANY BENEFITS TO HIGHLAND CREEK, ONLY 

DEVASTATION, DESTRUCTION AND DE-
VALUATION. 

WE DO NOT WANT THE DSBRT  
WE DO NOT NEED IT,  
DO NOT DESTROY  

OUR COMMUNITY. 

Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager 

Despite Short Notice, Highland Creek Residents Came Out in Numbers  

On Saturday, September 25th at the West 
Rouge Community Centre, there was a 
demonstration of the new Automated 

Transit Vehicle, Olli, which will be driverless 
and commute from the Rouge Hill GO sta-
tion to the surrounding community. Our 

Mayor, John Tory, MPP Vijay Thanigasalam, 
and Councillor Jennifer McKelvie joined the 

presentation. They all fully support Olli, 
with Mayor Tory remarking that “this is the 

direction of future  public transit.”  

Left: Residents attending Metrolinx 

meeting at the Highland Creek    

Public library. 

 

Right: Residents voicing concerns to 

Metrolinx staff over DSBRT proposal  

David Adamson, President of the HCCA, 

attending Metrolinx’s ‘Walk and Talk’. 

Notable quote 

MPP Vijay Thanigalasam: “[There is] no provin-

cial money in the budget for this project.” Elected officials in attendance at Metrolinx’s ‘Walk and 

Talk’. (L-R): Jennifer McKelvie, City Councillor; MP Gary 

Anandasangaree; MPP Vijay Thanigasalam.                                                 

https://www.myhighlandcreek.org/brt-developments.html
http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager
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However, it can be argued that legalization 

of rooming houses may be premature, with 

detrimental consequences outweighing the 

benefits. Firstly, illegal rooming houses are 

by-and-large operating in Scarborough 

without scruples. Legalizing rooming hous-

es does not guarantee that illegal ones will 

come into line; it would after all require 

taxation as well as adherence to strict safe-

ty and hygiene standards. Furthermore, at 

first glance, it would not be obvious at all if 

the rooming house across the street is a 

legal or an illegal one.  

Even more troubling is the reality that 

many rooming houses do not even house 

the landlord or a substitute caretaker. Real 

estate tycoons, who may own multiple 

properties like on a Monopoly board, read 

profit only as their bottom line. When in-

spectors or fire services need to enter a 

rooming house or have questions about the 

property, there simply isn’t anyone in 

charge or to contact.    

The City is in agreement that the current 

regulations on multi-tenant housing are in-

adequate and are in need of more teeth. 

The office of Municipal Licensing and Stand-

ards currently employs 6 bylaw officers to 

manage the various complaints concerning 

rooming houses (1626 complaints across 

the city in 2020 alone). They intend to ex-

pand the number of officers to about 27, 

but it is unclear if they would have the abil-

ity to enter and inspect homes at will. With-

out adequate manpower or legal power to 

inspect and shut down non-compliant 

homes, the legalization of rooming houses 

could augment the issue of unkempt and 

unsafe housing, leaving neighbours won-

dering which homes are legal, and which 

are not. 

It is on this subject of legalization that 

Councillor Jennifer McKelvie hosted a 

meeting with the Highland Creek Communi-

ty Association (HCCA) on September 17, 

2021. What the HCCA hoped would be a 

forum to discuss how the City’s proposal 

may be amended to better suit suburbs like 

Highland Creek, was in fact a presentation 

by City staff on a finalized plan that will be           

submitted to Council for consideration. 

The legalization of rooming houses is prem 

 

ature until the City has an idea of how to 

root out current illegal rooming houses. If 

this undertaking is already beyond their 

reach, then the floodgates of legalization 

will make it impossible to enforce the safe-

ty and cleanliness of these homes.   

Story By Annoj Thavalingam    Continued from pg. 7 

The front lawn of an undisclosed rooming 

house in Highland Creek. 

Should the City Legalize Rooming Houses Across the City?  
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What You Watchin’ ?  

Volunteer Recommendation Provider Description 

Lora  

Mare of Easttown HBO 

Mare Sheehan, an office police investigator in 

a small Pennsylvania town, investigates a bru-

tal murder as she tries to keep her life from 

falling apart.  

Schitts Creek Netflix 

A married couple suddenly go bankrupt and 

the only remaining asset they have is an ugly 

small town named Schitt's Creek.  

Elma  

Lupin Netflix 
A retelling of the classic French story about 

Arsène Lupin, the world-famous gentleman 

thief and master of disguise.  

Ozark Netflix 
With wife Wendy and their two kids in tow, 

Marty is on the move after a money-

laundering scheme goes wrong.  

Anna  

My Brillant Friend  Crave 

After learning that her lifelong friend, Lila    

Cerullo, has disappeared without a trace,   

writer Elena Greco recalls their tempestuous 

friendship in a dangerous and fascinating   

Naples, Italy.  

A Place Called Home Prime Video 

Sarah Adams returns to Australia post World 

War II to start anew. She begins working in a 

hospital, much to the dismay of Elizabeth 

Bligh, a wealthy matriarch.  

Bosch Prime Video 

A former special forces officer is faced with 

myriad challenges as he investigates suspi-

cious deaths and follows trails of corruption in 

his relentless pursuit of the truth.  

Ted Lasso Apple TV 

Small-time football coach Ted Lasso is hired 

to coach a professional soccer team in Eng-

land, despite having no experience coaching 

soccer.  
Joy  

The Queen’s Gambit Netflix 

Set during the Cold War era, orphaned chess 

prodigy Beth Harmon struggles with addiction 

in a quest to become the greatest chess    

player in the world.  

http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
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w w w . l a v e n d e r r o s e f l o w e r s . c o m  

LAVENDER ROSE                        

FLOWERS INC. 

368 Old Kingston Rd.  

Highland Creek  

Scarborough 

*open for curbside pick 

 up & delivery   

Nothing says friendship, sympathy, or love quite 

like fresh flowers. From birthdays to Mother’s 

Day to get well flowers, you can trust   Lavender 

Rose Flowers, Inc. to have just the right        

bouquet for any occasion.   

416.284.1567 

YOUR LOCAL SCARBOROUGH FLORIST 

Toronto Zoo  
Dear Highland Creek Residents, 

 
I am writing to you today regarding the 
concerns that I have heard regarding the 
planning and design of the Durham-
Scarborough Bus Rapid Transit project. 

Every community has unique needs, and it 
is critical that we recognize and respond to 
those through the planning and the con-
struction of these projects. I understand 
the unique character of the Highland Creek 
community. It is truly an honour to serve 
the people of the Highland Creek Commu-
nity. 

Our Government is committed to improving 
transit in the GTA, better transportation 
means that more people can access jobs 
and critical services, visit family and friends 
and see the region’s many tourist destina-
tions. Metrolinx has been working with the 
City of Toronto, the Toronto Transit Com-
mission, Durham Region, and Durham Re-
gion Transit, on the planning and design of 
a Durham-Scarborough Bus Rapid Transit 
project.  

In my role as MPP, I am engaging with Me-
trolinx on behalf of the Highland Creek 
community. As a result, Metrolinx will be 
shifting their plans in order to take the nec-
essary time to address directly with the 
community proposed alternative options to 
the curbed median design along Ellesmere 
rd. In Highland Creek, the design has been 
refined to balance community concerns. 
Ellesmere Road from Military Trail to King-
ston Road is now proposed to be 4-lanes 
wide, instead of the initial recommended 
widening to 6-lanes. 

For a long time, Highland Creek was one of 
the largest residential and business centres 
in Scarborough. I have interacted with 
countless members of the Highland Creek 
community and have never met such a tight
-knit and active community. Over the past 3 
years I have had the privilege to learn 
about the history of this beautiful commu-
nity and come to understand its rich h erit-
age.  

I share the concerns from residents and the 
Highland Creek Community Association re-
garding the Durham-Scarborough Bus Rapid 
Transit project. I will continue to advocate 

for my residents with Metrolinx and the 
City of Toronto on this important matter.  I 
am committed to continue engaging with 
the Highland Creek Community Association 
to make sure their concerns are addressed.  

Broad project engagement will recom-
mence later this Fall through the Transit 
Project Assessment Process (TPAP) and 
Public Information Centre #4, following fur-
ther discussions between Metrolinx and the 
Highland Creek, and the larger Scarborough 
community. 

I encourage constituents to contact Metrol-
inx’s Community Engagement team at 
dsbrt@metrolinx.com with any questions 
and/or feedback about the project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Vijay Thanigasalam 
Member of Provincial Parliament 
Scarborough-Rouge Park  

October 2021 
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Highland Creek Update 
 
Way to go Highland Creek! At the time of 
writing, 77% of Highland Creek residents 12+ are 
fully vaccinated. Vaccination appointments are 
available at Ontario.ca/bookvaccine and 
www.scarbvaccine.ca. Thanks for doing your 
part to combat COVID-19 by becoming vaccinat-
ed.  
 
In June, Toronto City Council approved my mo-
tion to make 2022 the Year of the Garden. To 
kick off the celebrations early, my office recog-
nized beautiful gardens in our community. 
Thank you to our local gardeners and everyone 
who nominated a garden. A special thank you to 
the Port Union Bakery, Scarlet Ibis Family Res-
taurant and Greenwood Garden Centre, who 
contributed prizes for our draw.  
 
Altree Development Update – 1625 Military 
Trail / 6000 Kingston Road 

I wanted to provide you with an update on the 
planning application for 1625 Military Trail / 
6000 Kingston Road.  

The City of Toronto received a planning applica-
tion for this site from Altree Developments on 
October 17, 2019. The proposal requests a vari-
ance to change the Official Plan and Zoning By-
law to allow the construction of two buildings 
that are 8 stories in height. Permitted zoning at 
the site is a maximum height of 6 stories.  

 
On November 3, 2020, a virtual public meeting 
about this proposal was held to gather infor-
mation from the community. The developer also 
collected feedback about their proposal, in per-
son, at a storefront in Highland Creek Village.  

The condominium application that was originally 
received, included 620 residential units.  

Based on community feedback, the proponent 
submitted a revised application in February 
2021. The revised application has a total of 550 
units, with a greater mix of those with 2- and 3-
bedrooms. The revised proposal also increased 
setbacks along Military Trail, improved built 
form to limit shadow and increased the setback 
from the valley edge, which is to be naturalized 
and conveyed into public ownership. The appli-
cant has also proposed to convey lands to the 
City to expand and enhance the Morrish Par-
kette.  

The date for consideration of the application by 
Scarborough Community Council is expected to 
take place this fall, along with staff recommen-
dations. At that meeting, community members 
can submit written and/or verbal feedback. To 
advertise this meeting, City staff will provide the 
statutory notice by mail to residents in close 
proximity to the development and those who 
have registered with the City as an interested 
party. I will also inform the community in my e-
newsletter and communicate the information to 
the HCCA.  

As your local councillor, I have the opportunity 
to vote at this meeting. After Scarborough Com-
munity Council, the decision will be subject to a 
vote at Toronto Council. Like you, I have con-
cerns about this application, particularly:  

 

 

1. Building height. What 
are the potential impacts to 

the local community? How 
will they be mitigated? What 
precedent would be set by 
this development?  
2. Traffic and parking. How 
can we ensure that traffic 
does not infiltrate into the 
Highland Creek Village? Is 
there sufficient parking on 
site?  
3. Community Benefits. 
What benefits (section 37) 
are proposed for the existing 
community? What parkland 
dedication (section 42) is 
being proposed? 

 
Taking Action on Illegal Rooming Houses 
 
Here in Scarborough–Rouge Park, we have many 
illegal multi-tenant homes and the status quo is 
not working. Many residents, myself included, 
are frustrated by the lack of enforcement re-
sources for property standards and parking as-
sociated with these illegal homes. Illegal room-
ing houses also do not pay appropriate taxes, 
and do not report accurate numbers of inhabit-
ants in the census. In addition, the homes pose 
a fire and safety hazard. Most tragically, in 2018, 
our community mourned the death of 18-year-
old Helen Guo, who died in a fire. By taking ac-
tion to harmonize the zoning by-law and regu-
late multi-tenant houses city-wide, the City re-
duces its risk of a human rights and discrimina-
tory challenge to the zoning by-law.  
 
I have always maintained that the best way to 
end the proliferation of illegal multi-tenant 
homes is to create a regulatory framework that 
establishes safety, parking 
and property standards, 
coupled with increased 
enforcement. A motion to 
implement this frame-
work is under review by 
Council.  
 
The multi-year implemen-
tation plan is proposed as 
follows: 

 
Year 1: (September 
2021 to November 
2022). Expand en-
forcement, develop a 
tribunal to enforce the 
new rules, and edu-
cate operators and 
tenants. 

 
Year 2: (November 
2022 to November 
2023). Identify unli-
censed multi-tenant 
houses to be licensed, 
enforce against oper-
ators that pose a 
health and safety risk 
to tenants or the com-
munity.  
 
Year 3: (November 
2023 to November 
2024). Licensing of 
new operators.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

While I am supportive of a regulatory frame-
work in principle, my vote will be dependent on 
the adoption of motions that: i) increase re-
sources for enforcement of property and safety 
standards; ii) strengthen parking requirements; 
iii) make operators more accountable; and iv) 
improve community engagement and communi-
cation.  
 
 
We're Here to Work for You  
 
For local updates, please sign up for my weekly 
e-newsletter at www.jennifermckelvie.ca. You 
can also follow me on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter, via my handle @McKelvieWard25. My 
office continues to serve our residents. Please 
email me at councillor_mckelvie@toronto.ca. 

Jennifer McKelvie,  
City Councillor, Ward 25  

It was wonderful to celebrate the beautiful gardens in our 

community this summer, including Beryl's, one of my        

personal favourites.  

The Voice of the Highland Creek Community Since 1976                                                         www.myhighlandcreek.org 

Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager 

http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager


 16 

 

 The Villager XLVI No. I 

By Dolf DeJong, CEO, Toronto Zoo 

 

Hello Highland Creek friends! It has been a 
busy summer at your Toronto Zoo thanks 
to your incredible community support. 
While there have been many exciting initia-
tives taking shape over the past year at the 
Zoo, I am particularly proud of our new Cli-
mate Action Learning and Leadership Pro-
ject (THE CALL) and would like to take this 
opportunity to dive a little deeper and ex-
plain the significance of the program.  

The new CALL Project was created to sup-
port and engage youth from underrepre-
sented communities to take action to com-
bat climate change. This initiative began in 
June and runs through the fall, provides 
new Canadian youth with the knowledge 
and skills to create their own climate 
change call to action in their neighbor-
hoods and wider networks. Our plan is to 
raise awareness of the opportunities and 
build pathways into the career fields of cli-
mate change and conservation science. 
Your Toronto Zoo and the Toronto Zoo 
Wildlife Conservancy were proud to be the 
recipient of an approximate $380,000.00 
grant through the Government of Canada’s 
Climate Action and Awareness Fund (CAAF) 
this past summer to launch this important 
work. 

The Toronto Zoo's Climate Action Learning  

 

 

and Leadership project will help 
youth to find their calling in the 
career fields of climate change 
and conservation science. The 
program includes working with 
community partners to identify 
individuals from these communities to par-
ticipate in the Project, and helps Zoo staff 
to understand the needs of these commu-
nities to ensure we can work together to 
deliver meaningful experiences. Additional 
program partners, such as Woodgreen and 
Storefront, have worked with these partici-
pants to create digital tools/platforms for 
participants to share their knowledge and 
engage their community, through youth 
teaching youth, social media, and other 
methods. THE CALL offered 12-week 
'Climate Action' paid internships for eight 
participants aged 18 to 30; and paid experi-
ences for 40 individuals aged 15 to 17 lead-
ing the 'Engaging Climate Action Champi-
ons Leadership' program. 

In addition, participants worked with       
Toronto Zoo staff on action-oriented pro-
jects, both at the Zoo site and in their 
home community. These Climate focused 
projects included connecting with Zoo 
guests at the polar bear exhibit, conducting 
virtual field trips for external youth groups, 

producing content for social media, and - 
back in their neighborhoods - collaborating 
with community partners. As with the in-
ternship program, these experiences will 
flow into additional opportunities for these 
youth such as integrating them into our 
volunteer program and provide them with 
hands-on experiences when applying for 
positions at the Zoo or like minded organi-
zations that are committed to protecting 
biodiversity. 

Thank you for being part of our wonderful 
Zoo community and continuing to support 

your Toronto Zoo!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TORONTO ZOO 

The Call Project 

Select members of the CALL project. 

October 2021                                                                                                                                
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Highland Creek Villager Condo Development Updates  

Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager 

WORD SEARCH 

UPDATE: TPASC 

The Toronto Pan Am Sports Centre 
has re-opened 7 days a week from 6 
am to 10 pm in a modified form due 
to ongoing Covid challenges 

Programs currently running include: 
Lane Swim, Sports Drop-in – pickle 
ball, Fitness classes, Aquafit classes 

In order to participate in any of the 
programs you need to register for an 
account at the Self-Service Portal 

• Go to the Toronto Pan Am Sports 
Centre to register for an account at 
the Self-Service Portal – 
www.tpasc.ca   
• or call the following number 416 
283 5222 where staff can assist you 
• or go to the Centre – remember to 
wear your mask and staff will help 
you create your account 
 
Some of the programs currently avail-
able are: Sports Drop-in – pickle ball, 
Fitness Classes, Aquafit, and Lane 
Swim. In addition there are online 
programs: Better Bones, Zumba, Re-
storative Yoga and Cardio and Core. 

To participate in a particular program, 
pre-registration opens 48 hours prior 
to the class start time. 

Over the past year, Altree Developments has 

prepared and submitted documents to the 

City of Toronto, requesting a zoning amend-

ment for the 3-acre parcel of land purchased 

at the corner of Military Trail and Old King-

ston Road. They are specifically seeking to 

build twin midrise condos beyond the maxi-

mum restriction of 6-storeys, to build 8+ sto-

reys over the Highland Creek ravine.  

Bill Yarn, VP of the HCCA, Anna Tsirakidis of 

the HCCA and an external consultant, Robert 

Brown, both met with Altree Developments 

on September 13, 2021 to find a compromise 

between Altree’s and our community inter-

ests. These discussions will continue early 

October, and the City has been asked in the 

meantime to defer its vote on the zoning 

amendment.  

 

By Annoj Thavalingam 

http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager
http://www.tpasc.ca
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HIGHLAND CREEK 

Highland Creek Library is open! 
We're excited to welcome you back 
to our branches. Before you visit, 
please make sure you check tpl.ca for 
updates about available services and 
review the health and safety proto-
cols that we have in place to keep 
everyone safe. 

Browsing the shelves for your next 
good read is permitted now along 
with pick up of holds. Grab and Go 
bags are still available for all ages. 
Newspapers have returned for use in 
the library. Magazines will be return-
ing to the branch in September.  
 
At the moment there are no in-
person programs, but online pro-
grams are still available.  
 
Contact the library for more infor-
mation about programs and services 
at 416-396-8876. 

Gary Tanuan                                                                             
Toronto District  

Catholic School Board 

A new school year, a fresh 
new start!  Welcome back 
students, parents and 
guardians to a school year that promises to 
reveal some of the fun and familiar activities 
we’ve missed!  For the full school year calen-
dar, visit:  https://www.tcdsb.org/school/
SchoolYearCalendar/Pages/Default.aspx 

Student Transportation for the 2021 - 2022 
School Year 

There have been a number of changes to stu-
dent transportation since the onset of COVID-
19.  For the most up to date information, 
check out the link at https://www.tcdsb.org/
forstudents/back-to-school/pages/student-
transportation.aspx for the latest information 
and to assist in answering questions.  This 
page will be updated as required.  

Questions?  
Trustee Garry Tanuan                                           
416-512-3408 or 416-222-8282 ext. 2659  
 

Anu Sriskandarajah  
Toronto District 
School Board 
 
 With the return to in 
person learning, the 
new school year can be 
challenging but also rewarding. Below 
are some back to school tips for par-
ents/guardians that can help students 
help transition to in person learning.  

 
Talk over the school plan with your 
child, including what changes they 
can expect 

 
• If your child is nervous or anxious 
about the new year, reassure your 
child that being nervous is common 
– even for teachers. Remind them 
that safety protocols and measures 
are being put in place to help keep 
them safe. 
 Establish a back-to-school routine 

 

• To ensure student success, it is 
important parents/guardians help 
their child create a realistic daily rou-
tine that can be followed. Plan 
things like what time to wake up, 
when homework should be complet-
ed and any extracurricular activities 
to ensure the student is aware of 
expectations and goals.  

 
• Middle school and high school 
students are encouraged to take 20 
minutes each night to read over 
their notes from the day or rewrite 
them using colours to highlight im-
portant information. This helps to 
retain information. 

 
       Limit screen time when  possible 
 

• Try to limit screen time to no 
more than 2 hours a day and include 
at least 60 minutes of daily physical 
activity 

• Make rules about screen use, 
you can help your child find the bal-
ance between screen use and other 
activities by working with your child 
on a family media plan  

 
• Aim for short screen time ses-
sions, encourage them to take a 
break every 30 minutes and use 
screens in short bursts.  

 
• Avoid screen time before bed. 
Using screens before bed can affect 
how quickly your child falls asleep. If 
your child avoids mobile phones, 
tablets, computer screens or TV in 
the hour before bed, they are likely 
to get to sleep more quickly. 

 

The Villager XLVI No. I 
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School Board Trustees’ Updates 

https://email.torontopubliclibrary.ca/c/443/91d05a1e78cafb8dd637bf945235c18f1c13a8df38d58ad64879625d3fbcd7ddca5f1aa49e5edb96
https://www.tcdsb.org/school/SchoolYearCalendar/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/school/SchoolYearCalendar/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/back-to-school/pages/student-transportation.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/back-to-school/pages/student-transportation.aspx
https://www.tcdsb.org/forstudents/back-to-school/pages/student-transportation.aspx
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Fall Fundays at the New Playground!                          

Highland Creek Community Park 

The Voice of the Highland Creek Community Since 1976                                                                       www.myhighlandcreek.org 

HELLO OCTOBER 

Tempering colors of magnetic reds and browns  
October, you sure know how to make me turn around  
enclosing me in comforting space warm as a fireplace  

you make me long for firewood and campgrounds  
Maple trees of yellow and honey wood leaves  

you make me want to trade my frosty lips for a cinnamon kiss  
down in the meadows, the woods are whispering  

saying their goodbyes to La Fleur De Lis  
Linden wood dreams beneath a golden Autumn  

the cedar gum and the cedar oils are healing balms of choice  
aiming for the hills on a cool October eve   
suddenly I feel like I have found my voice;  

 
I love you October more than words can say  

I think I'm going to go jump in the leaves, 
one more time, before my last brave hurray! 

~*~ Poetry Corner *~ 

Highlandcreekvillager@gmail.com 

    Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager 

http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager
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The Voice of the Highland Creek Community Since 1976                     www.myhighlandcreek.org 

October  2021 

Upcoming Event:  ANNUAL DISPLAY OF  HALLOWEEN PUMPKINS                                                     

~*~   FOR DETAILS Visit the HCCA website  *~* 

Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager 

http://www.myhighlandcreek.org
Instagram.com/highlandcreekvillager

